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what they heard or the type of evidence that they had, 5t 5o
with the sexual assault victim Nebraska law has someother
things that we' ve changed when you all did the change in the
crimnal code and sone of our evidentiary standards a few years
ago. We have a statute that says every person is conpetent to
testify as a witness. Corroboration contradicts that and this

is sonething we need to get rid of. If we' re going to believe
in the fact that people are conpetent to testify,we shouldn't

have to have themjunp this other hurdle. All the other
constitutional guarantees gare still_ here, the right to cross

exanine a witness, the right to bring in other people, the right
to say to the jury, it's their word against ny defendant's g

and | believe there is sone reasonable doubt there. This
doesn't change the standard to convict somebody. A|| this does
is remove an inpediment for those people to testify. I'm sure

that a question is going to arise, gnd as it did in committee,
about wly do we choose the age of 15 and above torenove
corroboration. Why didn't we just take jt off of everybody'?
And, basically, what jt js, js it's an agreement. Wewent to
the cri mi nal defense | awyers, we went to a lot of other people
and said, what can we do with corroboration'? We' re the |ast
state in the Union, the last state to require corroboration for
every sexual assault crine. And it 1s an enmbarrassnent that
we're the last state to repeal this. The basic agreement ;j
that since there was such a large fight last year on LB 90 wi th
t he vi deot ape depositions and al though Senator Robak and | were

not present for that discussion, that that was a real problem
that we fought those wars and had those di scussions.

h edon' t
want to get Into, with this bill, the issue of do children make
up stories, do children fabricate it, are they easily
mani pul ated and go on. Al sothe other reason for 15, in this

state if you are age 14 or younger and soneone touches you nd
there is a whole variety of definitions, but basically for tﬁis
exanmple, in the private parts or other areas defined by statute,
that is a felony. The mere touching of it can become 5 felony.
People tend to draw those |ines as that is a natural thing,
that's very serious for a felony and we' re going i, |eave the

corroboration requirement gon for victins under theage of 15

and, for the record, | would assume that age 15 means at the
time of the occurrence happened and not the time that they
testify. I would urge that this motion under this bill be
advanced on to the next round. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Wesely, please. Senator

Bernard-Stevens. Ch, excuse me. Senator, we have a motion on
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