
February 14 , 1 98 9 LB 159

SENATOR ASHFORD: I will work on this thing between now and
Select File and I will attempt to ease the problems which are
easily identifiable and can easily be changed. The bill should
not be bracketed. The bill should be advanced to Select File
t oday. Th ank y ou .

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . S enator Ch i z ek , p l e a s e .

SENATOR CHIZEX: Nr. President and colleagues, this k ind o f
legislation we have dealt with for about three years, as many of
y ou k n ow . The b i l l , LB 15 9 , was a bill basically the same as
the bill that Senator A shford sa i d was pass e d l ast year .
However, the Judiciary Committee staff has been working not just
with the business community, not just with the trial attorneys,
for about seven days we have been deeply involved in t ry in g t o
reach an agreement on this particular piece of legislation. Now
I can guarantee you if we can't deal with LB 159 and get some
degree of compromise and that's why the bracketing motion was
offered, if we can't get some degree of compromise, then I can
assure you, colleagues, year after year after year we w i l l be
dealing with this k ind o f l eg i sl a t i on u n t i l i t ' s run n i n g o u t
your ears. I think we' re close. Senator Conway has offered the
bracket motion and I support it. T hank you .

PRESIDENT: Sen a t o r C o nway, would you l i k e t o close o n y our
motion to bracket, please.

SENATOR CONWAY: Nr. President and members, I appreciate Senator
Ashford's comments. I offered the bracket motion with the idea
that there were some minor adjustments that we would b uy j u st
enough time to finalize that and possibly satisfy those who are
concerned. Like I say, it's up to the body the extent to which
they would like t~ have the bill in that particular form if, in
fact, there is an agreement. I do f i r m l y b el i e v e that if we
bracket it for Narch 2nd, that that is a final date, as Speaker
Barrett alluded to. If the body sees fit to run the bill today,
then that's certainly the body's determination. B ut, at this
point, again, I had agreed to buy that much time if the body so
concurred, but I do appreciate Senator Ashford's comments. This
bill was advanced, sent t o t he Gove r n o r l ast ye ar and was
vetoed. We had 33 votes at that point. T here i s a ch a nge i n
the makeup of the body that there are some people here today
that were not a part of the discussions and the debate that was
held on this bill over the last two years and that may put them
in a bit o f a less comfortablesituation. But I offered the
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