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e ven have i t on yo u r pe r so n . The B e r n a r d - S t evens amendment
appeals to 2,290 people who died and another 2,300 or so that
may die this year, and we' re saying let's go the whole gambit,
here, let's do something that does more than just smokeless
tobacco. And LB 48 deals only with a small portion of 38 people
who, again I say, unfortunately, tragically, needlessly died
because o f o r a l cancer due to smokeless tobacco. A nd agai n I
s ay, o f t he ' 3 8 w e can ' t even v e r i f y how many of them are
directly related to smokeless tobacco. The Bernard - S t ev ens
amendment does more for minors, does more for the people of this
state in regards to needless cancer through smoking than LB 48.
And in a ll their good intentions, the dentists see oral cancer
and they wanted to stop that. The B e r n a r d - S t evens amendment
went o ne s t ep further and said let's hit the whole spect r u m.
And when the dentists, that I have talked to over t he w e e k end ,
every d en t i st I have talked to, when t h ey un d er st o o d t h e
Bernard-Stevens amendment, said I d on ' t know why w e ' r e not
support i n g y our amendment, Senator. And I said, that's a very
good statement, I don't know why either. B ut th e b u r e auc r acy o f
the Dental Association has made a stand. T he b u r e a uc r ac y hasmade a stand and they have now committed themselves s o much t h a t
they find themselves incapable of reversing, even though it is a
better amendment. One of the things that Senator Dierks and
Senator Nelson, and I have it in the transcript for a nyone w h o
wishes to v erify it, they said this is a bill that relates to
minors. Members of the body, if you have adult s no w s am p li n g ,
we do not know how much of that goes down to minors,and even
passing and saying you can't sample, we still don't k now h o wm any mi n o r s will be able to receives mokeless t o b a c c o . Int neory i t d oe s a t ok e n t h i n g . What the Be rnard-Stevens
amendment does is we say we know, number one, that we can't get
anything through the mail anymore, and t h at c an b e measured.
And w e kno w t h at we don't want them even to have it on their
bodies , where now t h e y c a n and we c a n ' t d o a nything about i t .
And t h a t c a n b e measured . We can t r u l y do a small s t e p . An d I
admit, both bills are small steps. The Di e r k s b i l l , LB 48 , i s a
very smal l st e p d e a l i n g w i t h a small portion of 33 out of 2, 300
people . And t h e Ber n a r d - S t evens amendment is a small step for
trying to do something and deal something with c ancer f o r a l l
people, adults and minors, for all people who are affected by
smoke related deaths. One of the things that happened last
week, a nd I ' l l be c o n c l u d i n g wi t h this, I suspect, if you
remember what we came to was a feeling of, if you suppor t y ou r
children and do not like cancer and disease, support 4 8 . I f you
hate your children and want your grandmother's apple pie to rot
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