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die, we had to stomp it and kill it. An amazing thing when the
major group that i s su p p o r t i n g goo d has not ev e n n a d t h e
courtesy to look at the amendment and say whether it was good or
not, and I find that quirk in the process disturbing. L B 48, o n
my amendment, colleagues, the handout tries to tell you I cannot
argue good ve r s us b ad on t h e f l oo r . If you have the mind-set
t hat you want to do good, thus support the amendment and you
w ant not to d o evil and y o u sup p o r t n ot t he Sen a t or
Bernard-Stevens amendment, I cannot fight that with words on the
floor, I hope that reason, logicand facts put in front of you
that this body will do what it usually does and that is d o t h e
right thing. LB 48, the amendment that we are now talking about
d oes t he f o l l owi n g . On my handout, if you would just take a
moment of your time, there are six points that we h av e be en
consistently talking to that the Dental Association a nd Senat o r
Dierks and Senator Nelson and I have been trying to improve upon
t o s t o p c a n ce r a n d t o stop our youth from being addicted to the
product. I woul d like to tell you and go through what LB 48
does and what my amendment does so you can see a clear depiction
of the two. Number one, a ccord ing t o N e b r a sk a l a w , samplin g i s
illegal in tobacco products to minors. Neither my amendment nor
t he b i l l wou l d ch a n g e t h a t . I t ' s go i n g t o b e i l l eg al . Point
two, i f a mi n or i l l ega l l y r ece i v es a sample , h e or she c an be
charged with a C lass V misdemeanor. The law a l s o sa y s , by t h e
way, that if the minor charged with t he i l l eg al sub s t an ce of
getting a sa mple, if you wish, the minor may have the charges
d ropped i f t he y s a y w h o t he pe r s o n was t ha t g av e t hem t h e
substance. Cap ' s bill, LB 48, would not change that. Ny b i l l
would change it in a very minor way. We would s t i l l kee p i t a
Class V misdemeanor but we would say, boys and girls, I 'm s orry ,
we must take some responsibilities as we l l . On al coh o l , we have
NIP ch ar g e s , we have penalties against alcohol. O n drugs , w e
have laws too. We are not, in my amendment, going to d rop t h e
charges if they tell us who, in fact, gave it to them. We wi l l ,
at least, make them responsible up to the Class V misdemeanor
for their actions and children need to learn to b e r e sp o n s i b l e
for their actions i n a way t h at is not har s h . A Cl a ss V
misdemeanor is not overly harsh. It's the least penalty we can
do. And you certainly do not have to have the maximum. Point
three, what about the person that deals'? What about the person
who a c tu a l l y g ave the illegal substance'? I t ' s a Cl a ss I I I
misdemeanor right now. Cap's b i l l wi l l no t ch an g e t h at . I w i l l
add one t h i n g . Not on l y i s i t a Cl a ss I I I mi sde meanor b ut , a s
i t i s now, i f I gav e 15 i l l eg a l sa m p le s ou t a n d I w as c a u g h t , I
w ould be c h a r ged w i t h o n e C lass I I I mi sd e meanor . Under t he
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