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12 amendments to this bill to maybe just display my protest of
some things that were going on in this bill. Hopefully, maybe
we could sit down and start talking about the pros and cons and
the middle ground on t hi s b i l l i n a r a t i ona l way . Well ,
t hose. . . we have t a l k e d . It seems unfortunate we have not found
any middle ground or any room to compromise on this bill. It is
not my intent as at the beginning of every session I always
introduce a cloture rule, it's not my intent to filibuster, and
because o f t h at I did withdraw those 12 amendments. I have
three amendments that I'm going to offer probably and then we' re
going go back to the big amendment that Senator B ernard - S t e v e n s
i s offering. The first amendment...and all three o f t h e s e
amendments are designed to kind of point out what I t h i nk ar e
some very basic flaws in LB 48 as written, and try and point out
some of the...I hesitate to use the word, but in many ways maybe
the hypocrisy of the body on this issue. You look at this, do
you really want to do what LB 48 is trying to do? A nd those a r e
the things I'm trying to point out. The first amendment which,
unfortunately, was n ot one o f t h e 12 that I printed, this
amendment quite simply, if you want t o g r ab you r b i l l , on
page 2...I' ve got to find it now, on page 2 , l i n e 1 3, sub s e c t i on
(I), where it says, distribute shall mean give smok .less tobacco
produ"ts to the general public at no cost or a nominal cost. Ny
language is strictly simply strike the words "nomina l c os t "
there. The reason with that being is that I don't k now. . . l e t ' s
say you can't give them away free but how are you ever going to
d ef ine wha t a n o m i na l c o s t i s ? How are yo u go i ng t o say i f
t her e i s a sal e on c hew , o r a s a l e on snu f f , are you g o i n g t o
come in and say that that's a nominal c~st less t han wh at t h e
market va l u e i s ? I don ' t t h i nk you really want the words
"nominal cost" in there. Obviously, the reason I i n t r odu c e d
his amendment is, as I mentioned last week when ! stood up, it
seems like there's a variety of people in this body th at si t
h ere a n d say , we want government off our backs, w e don' t w a n t
government involved in business, but all of a sudden you t u r n
a round a nd say , we want government on our backs in a bi g w a y
u nder t h i s b i l l and t ha t ' s . ..not only that, we want to d i r e c t l y
control business on the price that. ..on the price that you offer
for a can of smokeless tobacco. I just don't think there's good
people philosophically that are voting for this bill that really
w ant to do tha t and I want to point it out. Now some of t he
people nave asked me, why d i d I f i l e 12 amen d ment s t o t he
b i l l . . t o t h i s b i l l ? Why did I get so upset and why does LB 48
make any difference to me whatsoever? Well, the reason i s andi t ' s k ind o f l i k e a bill we had last year. I sa t he r e on
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