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mistake this year if we do not adopt the amendment and I think
that that will compound the error as we proceed with this
project. It may be an exercise in futility on my part to o f fe r
the amendment, but six months from now, a year fr om no w, so m eone
is going to say why didn't we do this in a different manner.

PRESIDENT: ( Gavel. ) Pl e as e , l et ' s ho ld i t dow n so we can h ea r
t he speaker . Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR SCHMIT: Ladies and gentlemen, it is always a mystery to
me that if we talk about a $50,000 appropriation on this floor,
4 7 or ei gh t o f us can get up and speak on it and speak in
glowing terms and with great e loquence . We t al k abo ut a
$50 million project and we can't even listen when s omeone e l s e
is talking, no reference to myself because you probably f i gu r ed
out you know what I'm going to say and it's not worth listening
to. The point I want to make is this. If you do not follow the
procedure I have outlined, we have t h e n s a i d , g o ahead, b u i l d
t he p r o j ec t , do not consult with Clarkson, do not try to cut
~ osts, d o a s y o u p l e a s e a nd you h av e t h e r ub b e r s tamp app r o v a l
of the Nebraska Legislature to do so.

PRESIDENT:, ( Gavel. ) Pl ea s e , l e t ' s ho l d i t d ow n. I do n ' t seem
to be getting through to you. It is too noisy. We ca n 't hear
the sp eakers . T han k y o u .

SENATOR SCHMIT Mr. President, thank you again . I t h i nk i t ' s
important that each of you ask yourself before you vote on t h i s
resolution, do you understand the resolution? I wonder how many
o f us h av e r e a d i t .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHMIT: I w o nde r how ma n y of us really believe
everything that is in that resolution. If so, then vote against
my amendment. If, on the other hand, you believe that it is our
proper responsibility to approve the method of f undin g and
nothing else, then I think that yo u should v ot e f o r my
amendment. If you vote for the amendment as it stands , l ad i es
and gentle..>en, you have already approved the project in advance
of the Certificate of Need committee and it would make logical
sense t he n , l ad i e s and gentlemen, that we d i s b an d t h e C ON
committee, because if we don't need to use it on a University of
Nebraska p r oj e ct , it is t otally unfair to exp ec t o t he r
hospitals, other medical institutions to have to abide by the
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