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facility, this Legislature, as a method of encouraging the
additional facilities that are being asked for in this project,
then we ought to demand, we ought not to just ask in a
roundabout way, we ought to demand that there be maxi mum
cooperation in all areas. Al of us are well aware of the fact
that when we need syrgery we Iike to go to the best possible
source, and as the practices diminish in the 3] areas, it js
i nevitabl e that we' re going to go toward Omaha and Lincoln
That is just a matter of common sense and .5 gne would argue
with that very much. But | want to enphasize that we have
reached the saturation point for many people today in what ne
can afford for health care cost and | do not buy the argument o¥1
this floor one minute that although theseg e not tax dollars,
that they are not taxpayer dollars, they are taxpayer dollars
They come out of the pockets of every single Nebraskan, east.
west, north or south, rural, urban, whatever you are. \Whatl am
saying is that we need to ask and we need to demand that there
be cooperation. We're not getting it now. This resolution, as
| offer the amendment, | hope you will read 't carefully, gallows
for the construction to procee under the financing plan gzg
requested by the universitK‘, but it does not say that the
Legislature of the State of Nebraska has [gqyiewed the proposal
and has found the inprovements necessary, ihat we have found the
parking lot necessary, we have found the additional operating
rooms necessary, we don't know that. e don't know that. I
there is anyone here who does know that, then that individual
has a responsibility and the obligation to giand up here and
say, yes, | know that they do need those rooms yes, | know.
It's probably easier, assenator Habermanhas sajd to bOi nt out
that they do need the parking |ot. ' mnot argui ng out that
al t hough 1 predicted |ast year that they would bui Fg a parking
lot. But what | am saying is, do you want to put yourself jp
the position of the CON committee? |t has been suggested that
t he CO\I has outlived its tine. Ladies and gentlemen, we are
contributing to the demise of the CON committee if we g¢t in
their stead in this instance. It isn't easy to stand up here
and raise these jssues. 't is not easy. | do not enjoy to
disagree with the procedural methods of the Appropriat ions
Comittee. They have worked | ong and hard on thi's arﬁ’d 1" msure
t hey have raised many questions that | haven't thought about
but | think it is not the proper method, andthere isn't aﬁy
person here who can tell me why we should approve the proj ect
when we are really only called upon to approve the funding.
Ladies and gentlenmen, we are mmki ng another m stake. \Wemade a
m st ake | ast year when we did not adopt ny anmendnent. We make a
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