
February 10 , 1 9 8 9 LR 25

interesting.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Why don't you press your light and you can
respond on that a little bit later on.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: A l l r i gh t , I wi l l .

S ENATOR SCHNIT: Tha n k y o u . Reference has been made here t i me
and time and again that these are not general tax fund dollars
and I concur. I want to point out that the A ppropriations
Committee also knows that the state contract with Blue Cross and
Blue Shield this year was increased by 33 percent. Now that i s
an appropriation to cover medical cost. I f those costs ar e
legitimate and are necessary, none of us have any complaint with
them, but anytime that we provide duplication of services,
anytime that we do not make maximum effort to avoid duplication,
to utilize existing equipment, exist ing p e r sonnel and e x is t i n g
opportunities for cooperation, we increase the cost of health
c are serv i c e s . Ladies and gentlemen, I' ve said i t on t h e f l oor
before and you' re going to hear it again a nd again and a g a i n , we
a re m a r c h in g do wn t h e road to the point where there will be no
alternative except some kind of national health i nsurance . A
substantially increased percentage of the p opulation of the
state today does not h ave h e a l th ca r e i nsur a n c e which t hen
provides another problem for hospitals because they c annot
possibly take care of those people on an indigent basis and they
can' t turn them away either. I want to point out that the Blue
Cross a n d t he other insurance companies are simply trying to
stay ahead of t h e power cu rve. T hey can' t d o i t bec aus e those
cost increases, partly due to the very sophisticated surgery
procedures we have today and other improved medical t echniques ,
are i ncr e a s i n g sub s t a n t i a l l y faster than rates can increase.
But one o f t h e s e d ays .

. .

PRESIDENT: Excuse me, Senator Schmit. ( Gavel . ) Let ' s hol d it
down s o we c an h e a r i t . What Senator Schmit is s aying i s v er y

SENATOR SCHNIT: Thank you, Nr. President. I 'm g lad yo u f i nd i t
that way, Nr. President. I hope someone else might. I do no t
want to . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...be a dog in the manger on this project, but
I 'm te l l i n g y ou , l a d i e s and gent l emen, you ought t o a ll h ave e gg
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