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as concerns by Senator Noore and Senator Schmit and to a certain
extent, Senator Wesely, and I wou l d l i k e t o t r y t o at l ea st
augment the concerns or try to answer i n s o me w a y. Senat o r
Moore was talking about some issues that he had actually, not
necessarily opposition, but more questions and I think they were
good questions and we talked a little about them in committee
and we h ave d i s c ussed t h em. One thing that I think was pointed
out a little bit by Senator L indsay , ab ou t occupancy r at e s ,
l i censed b ed r a t e , in that article that came out in the
newspaper, and I'm not going to be judgmental on the newspaper.
I think we can all draw our own conclusions as to whether the
newspaper does do total justice at all times to everything that
we do or say. As a matter of fact, I have a l i t t l e ex am p le h e e
of that in a n ewspaper article that was written a couple days
ago on this issue that quoted me, or didn't actually quote me,
b ut sai d , a s i mp l e l i t t l e statement that said, Hannibal said he
was not concerned by the $20 million increase in the cost of the
plan. Well, any of you that know me on the floor, we r ealize
t hat I wo u l d not in my wildest dreams say I ' m no t co n c e r n ed
about a $20 million increase in a proposa l But t h e newspaper
did point out that story on hospital rates, on occupancy r a t e s .
I t h i n k i t wa s so mewhat e x p l a i n e d a nd I t h i nk you ' v e h ad a
chance to hear that explanation by staff and officials o f t h e
University Ned Center, that the important thing is, does the Med
Center have underutilized beds a nd t he qu e st i on s i s , no ,
t hey . . . t h e a n s wer i s , no, they don' t. The University Ned Center
is running at about 82 percen t o n a ve r a ge , 7 7 , 82 p er c e n t on
average of effective bed use and ac t u a l l y what that means is
t ha t t h ey go to 100 percent at times and as a matter of fact
they already have patients in Clarkson Hospital on any g iven
day. I understand it could be 18 to 20 patients that they use
Clarkson's beds for that purpose. The newspaper a r t i c l e , while
it was certainly sincere, I don't think stated it accurately.
If it was meant to portray that the University Ned C e n t e r wa s
completely underutilized with beds, it is not the case. They
are out of room for hospital beds. U nderstand a l so , h owe v e r ,
that this does not mean that they are asking fo r mo r e b e d s .
They ar e n ot , bec au se the shift in pr actice towards t h e
outpatient care, they feel that it is more important for them to
get into the amb ulatory care,the outpatient care, the clinic
type of care, and so they are not asking for more beds. But ' i
was i n ac c u r a t e t o s ay t ha t t he y h a v e a lot of empty beds over
there just going wasting and now they want t o bu i l d some t h i ng
new. Thai is inaccurate. Secondly, Senator Moore has pointed
out that he is c oncerned about growth in General Funds, a nd I
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