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a process and a structure to guide all future planning e ffo r t s
between the two hospitals and I commend Chancellor Andrews and
the staff at the UNNC. They h a v e wo r k e d v er y h ard , v e ry
d i l i g e n t l y and I ce r t a i n l y appreciate the members of t h e
Appropriations Committee in advancing LR 25 to the floor for the
full legislative approval and I believe Chancellor Andrews also
made the statement that without the approval of the Legislature
n ot on l y w i l l t hi s ext en ded p r o j e c t be discontinued, but the
project that was started last year with the resolution that I
introduced last year. I think it is vitally important to not
only the State of Nebraska, but to the patients and the people
that need health care in this state that UNNC be g r an t e d t h i s
extended resolution. Thank you .

PRESIDENT: Thank you . Senator Warner, please, followed by

SENATOR WARNER: Nr. President,members of the Legislature, I
did want to point one thing out because some of the material
that has been received has indicated, and I t h i nk i t h a s been
mentioned on the floor that the increase in cost per patients
for the facility was going to be $47.14 on a d ay I be l i ev e .
What the rest of the story is, however, in this instance is that
that is based on a projection if the facility was completely
paid for by 1993. That is not the proposal. The p r o p o sa l i s
one o f wh i ch ext end s thi s o v e r a 20 - ye a r p e ri o d . Curren t l y ,
hospital rates, when they average at the Ned Center, are on an
a verage s l i g h t l y be l o w t h e average in t h e a r e a . S o they a r e n o t
excessive , and when you make the addition which I indicated
earlier, that there projection is that costs are go ing t o g o up
a bout 5 pe r ce n t on the average in the foreseeable future at
least. It is only 1.5 percent of that 5 percent t ha t w i l l be
attributable to the addition of the facility. So it would not
be accurate to assume that the cost of th e fa cility has an
immedxate increase of $47 a day because that is not the proposal
befor e you . The p r opo sa l before y o u i s t h e approval o f t h e
bonds which av e r a ge c o st i n cr e a s e and the figure that runs in my
mind i s ar ou nd $ 2 25 i s t h e ave r a g e co st so r o u g h l y yo u ' r e
talking 5 percent of that figure rather than the cost that is
s hown here a s t h e e x p e c ted g r o w t h . Obviously, 5 percent o f al arger f i gu r e each y ear , whether the building is done or not,
becomes a bigger figure each year. I don ' t wa n t to get i n to
that argument but, nevertheless, we are not talking about a
one-t i me s udden jump of $ 4 7 .

S enator Wese l y .
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