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| eadership qualities. We do have some other programs j
Nebraska, and | think they're good programs, like the girls ang
boys staters and, of course, this is mainly.  this mainly deals
wi th government. We also have sone good 4-H programs. ‘e also
have Boy and Grl Scout progranms, agnd these are ver good
prograns of our youth. It tends to help keep our youth in the
state after they graduate fromco' lege. | feel that a program
such as this, and Senator Barrett has explained it very well, it
helps build a better quality of life. Nany tinmes we hear the
bad things about our youth, but they also do & lot of things p
our great state. | feel that a program sych as this will be an
investment in the future. | also think that would help to haye
a better relationship among the rural. areas and the urban areas.
Wbul d encourage you to advance this to the next stage of debate.

PRESIDENT: Thank vyou. Senat or Schi mek, please, followed by
Senator Noore.

SENATOR SCHI NEK: Nr. President and menbers of the body
a]nost hesitate to take debate tinme because | can't inmgine that
this bill is going to be controversialor that anybody woul d
vote against it. But | think | better nake certain that | make
my argument. | am also pleased to be a co-sponsor of this bill.
M very enthusiastic about it. As a former teacher, | know
that too often too few students y(ecejve the opportunities to
participate in programslike this. Having, as an adult andas a
student, participated in things |like girls state and youth
council and music programs, | know that there were still
students, in nmy rural hi_gh school, who were capable andwho did
not get the opportunities. One of the things | | i ke
particularly about this bill is thatfor the youth acadeny it
considers students who are at risk and who are not in
traditional | eadership positions, and | think that isvery
positive. | also think that a youth acadeny has (phe potential
for establishing life-long networks, not only between the
students and the schools and other students bput among the
fanilies as well. | think it has potential of bridging the gap
not only between rural and urban but in cultural ways 55 well .
And | think that we have a lot of cultural diversity in our
state, and that this could help people better appreciate those
cultural differences. Regarding the rural-urban exchange, | was
fortunate enough several years ago to have 5 student from Italy
in our home for a year, and a student from Switrerland jn our
home for a nonth. And recently we had the opportunity to visit
both of those students in their homes and | can't tell you \yhat
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