February 9, 1989 LB 408

Record, Nr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 1 nay, Nr. President, on adoption of the
commi ttee amendnents.

PRESI DENT: The comm ttee anmendnment s ar e adopt ed. Senator
Barrett, are you going to handle the bill?

SENATOR BARRETT: Thank you, M. President and nembers. Through
the uniqueness of New Horizons for Nebraska, | bring to you
today LB 408 at the suggestion of several t housand peopl e acr 0ss
the state who have indicated that there is a need in the state
to develop leadership for the future, andLB 408 represents one

of the first efforts in that regard. The bill creates an annual
Kouth | eader shi p acadeny spcnsored by the Legislature which,
opefully, will al low participantS {9 Jearn and to enhance
| eadership skills. And the bill will also establish the
Nebraska Student Exchange Act which, hopefully, will address the
perceived bias in this state on a regional basis, perhaps an

opportunity for a little better understandi ng of Ilfestyl es and
perspectives in various parts of the state. New Horizons has
iven us 46 initiatives that we should be exanining, and this
il addresses specifically |npitiative 1, which was the
Legi sl ative Leadership Academy, and Initiative 21, which is
agai n addressing the |inkage between, hopefully, rural and urban
Nebr aska. Again, the bill isa product of a lot of work on the
part of a lot of people and specifically speaks to the need

tat care of the future in terns of |eadership anmong our youtoh

Finally, | would suggestto the body that one of the main
concerns of New Horizons is the “brain drain. It's been
mentioned publicly on nunerous occasions and it's my feeling
that this bill will also address that particul ar subject of
young people | eaving the State of Nebraska. wth that. I would
hope the body would advance the bill onto Select File. Thank

you, Nr. President.

PlRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Hefner, then Senator gchimek,
please.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and nenbers of the body I'"'ma
co-sponsor of this bill, I'mreal happy to be so. | thin this
is aterrific program and | think we need -to get started on sone
type of a program such as this as soon aswecan. This
addresses our youth, it addresses the future |eaders of
tonorrow, and this will definitely help our youth to devel op
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