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Schellpeper to offer me something and so far, and I kn o w he i s
working diligently on it and I th ink that we can work out
something if someone can give us the expertise how t o ad d r e ss
that n ee d , I ' m ve r y wi l l i ng t o do i t . I'm not saying that this
is perfect. I'm not saying that my ideas a re p er f ec t , bu t I
wil l guar a n t e e you , and if you look through the list of
supporters in the book, how many opponents a re t h e r e ? Eve r y on e
of these people are knowledgeable people and i n t he nu r si n g
profession. They know what the situation is and I haveasked
for their help so it is not something that I wild l y d r e a m t u p
myself. And with that, I ' l l g i v e m y t i m e. . . I d o n ' t kn o w w h ose
time I'm on now. Senator.

. .

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . Senator Rod J o hnson .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mr. President and members, I ' ve been t r yi n g
to follow the debate on this issue rather closely. I m u s t
admit , I ' m n ot ve r y q ua l i f i ed a n d u s u a l l y d o n o t pa r t i ci p a t e i n
debate on health issues, but this is an interesting debate for
me. I ' m try in g t o f o l l ow h o w t h i s wi l l i mp a c t ru r a l N eb r a s k a
and it appears it has a direct relationship to rural N eb r a sk a .
And while I'm concerned about the cost amount and I'm concerned
a bout h ow t h e p r og r a m wil l ac t u al l y wo r k , I see some
def i c i e n c i es i n t h i s b i l l t h at I do n ' t l i k e , bu t I ' m n o t g oi n g
to support the kill motion. I believe at this particular t ime
I 'm goi ng to vote against that. I'd like to hear the comments
and the debate on Senator Schellpeper's bill as well so t ha t I
h ave a p er sp e c t i v e on h o w t h e s e t w o b i l l s mi gh t d i f f e r . So,
that's the premise I'm working from. T he po in t I ' d l i k e t o mak e
is that as I have listened to the debate I' ve heard an awful lot
of discussion about maintaining, I assume, a qual i t y o f l i f e in
rural Nebraska that we'd all like to have. I'd also like to say
t hat r ur al Nebr as k a is changing. Th ere is no questionabout
that. We can't gc back to the way that rural Nebraska u sed t o
be. I think based upon technology, based upon telecommunication
advancements, based upon transportation advancements, t h ings a r e
happening i n r u r al Nebraska that really, I think, cause me to
believe that things are n ot . . . s e r v i c es ar e n ot go i ng t o b e
delivered in th e same way they u sed t o be and I think many of
our rural hospitals will not survive. It is not that they are
not trying to do a good job in providing health care to rura l
Nebraskans, it's just that costwise i t i s no t ef f i c i en t and
effective, many times, to preserve those hospitals. I ' ve go t
little hospitals in my district that probably are not going to
survive. I'd like to do whatever I can to help them survive,
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