February 8, 1989 LB 357

the problem The problemis that we all knowural Nebraska
notwi t hstanding some valiant effort on the part of many people
is in deep, deep trouble financially, geographically, physically
in many different areas and | don't know what we' re going to (g4
about that problem [I'll tell you one more thing, \yhenever one
of us needs an operation, whatdo we do? Wehop on the bus gng
we head straight for Lincolnor Omha and that's al so nornﬁaﬁ
because we say, well, out in ny territory the doctors and nurses
don't have as much practlce and, good old the ver
best so |I'm going to go where they' ve got sorreone wﬂo does

of that kind of surgery. We're going to have g try to get

those wages up out there in the rural areas. We'regoing to
have to do sonmething f<.rthe nursing profession in that

but unless we do. regard,
PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...the shortage ofnurses will contjnueto
increase. It will become nore critical in future years than ;
is today and sol don't think, Senator Nelson, |n three years
from now the need for your bill will be less, it wil r
but | don't think the bill is going to solve the pro?ﬁemang
therefore, I'-mgoing to have to support the motion to
i ndefinitely postpone.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Hall, please, fol lowed by
Senator Wesely.

S ENATOR HALL: Thank you, Nr. President, pgpbers, | rise in
support of Senator Wthem s notion to i ndef i nitely postpone thls
bill although | do believe that the bill does address g very

|erortant and very pressing need. The issue of lack of nurses
is not just one of a lack of nurses in the rural area. Ny wife

happens to be an RN, and there are every week in the paper’, in
the classified ads in Ombha, every weekend there are what | call
bounties that are listed for ose jobs. They are bonuses, so
to speak, for a $1,000 if you will come to work at a hospital

Omaha. Not only are there bonuses listed in the paper but they
do it within their ownranks. They of fer nurses who are on
staff $500 to bring one of their friendS over to come to work at
that hospital and they will pay their friend a $1,000 ponus to
nove over. I't is not just a problemthat is in the rural area,
it is aproblem statewide, it is a problem pationuide if you
follow some of the reports that have been out with regard’to
this. The issue is not one of.  and the incentive that is in
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