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SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Thank you , Nr . S p eaker and members I
think everybody probably agrees that we do have a pr obl e m i n
rural Ne b r a ska wi t h our nurses. We have hospitals,we have
nursing homes that just cannot find any nurses. However, I do
think that this bill needs to be studied a little further and I
have told Senator Nelson that. I think we need to l ook at i t'and try to put something in the bill that has to do with actual
need in order to keep them in these rural areas. A nd I don ' t
t hink w e ne e d t o k il l i t , but I t hi nk w e n eed t o s tudy th i s
thing a lot further. I have three problems with this bil l and
they a r e t h e $ 500 a y e a r . I don' t t hi n k i t i s eno ugh t o real l y
get them out into the rural areas, and I think we have to have a
need. You can't just give it to somebody no matter what they
are actually...if they can afford it or not, and I t h i n k we need
to have it so they h ave t o st ay i n Nebr a s k a . We can' t
have...give them $500 and have them go off to Hawaii or to some
other town, we need to keep them in Nebraska. So if we can get
these things narrowed down, I think the bill would b e a good
bill, but at the present time, I think we need to work on these
things, T h ank you. Bernard-Stevens wants the rest of my time.

SPEAKER BARRETT: S e n ator B e rnard- Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: T hank you, Senator Sch e l l p eper . To
continue o n on a couple of other points in addition, in the
comm'ttee we heard a tremendous amount of testimony from nurses
and it was difficult testimony to listen to because it was such
a hardship that they had to go through in order to g et th eir
nurse's degree, particularly in the RN . One of the nurses
stated that she had to work a second job and s he ha d chi l dr e n
and it was very difficult and a time she was unable to get even
much sleep trying to make all the ends meet and still get her
nurse's degree training and it was a terrible hardship case. I
asked a question of the nurse that testified. I said, if the
bil l pas s ed , 357 , and you received all the benefits that was
possible under the bill, would that have made any difference on
your lifestyle or what you would have had to have done in order
to obtain your nurse's d egree? And the answer came b ack c l e a r
and s imply , no, it would not have changed anything. I s t i l l
would have needed to take the extra job, I still would have had
t he p r o b l ems a n d d i f f i c u l ti e s . So the money incentive in the
bill, if people think that that is a great incentive t o g e t
people i n , no, si r , i t ' s n o t . It is not enough. The other
questions that were asked in committee also d isturbed me
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