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B ernard - S t e v e n s .

SENATOR MOORE: I'm back

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r M o o r e .

SENA:OR MOORE: The only response I have to that is that I. . .how
about the s tudent, the college student that wants tomake a
future in life that can't get any tuition assistance? I mean ,
t ha t ' s what...that is my higher priority, unfortunately there,
and if I can giv e the balance of my time t o Se na t o r

SPEAKER B A RRETT: S enatc r Ber n ar d - S te v e n s , approximately a

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: That might be enough to make a c o u p le
of. points. Senator Jacky Smith made a couple of points that I
kind of want to respond to. She said, a lot of us in t he b od y
a ren ' t dealing with f acts and only Senator Nelson is dealing
with facts and I kind of war.t to refute that just a little b i t .
I sit on the committee and I agree with Senator Nelson's intent
to the bill perfectly, t ha t we d o h av e a terrible nursing
short ag e and we need to do tho se things that are w orkab l e ,
doable and effective in order to solve t h i s gr ow i n g c r i s i s , but
one of t he coup l e po i n t s t ha t I ' d l i k e t o mak e i f I h ave t i me
and hope f u l l y l a t e r on I ' l l b e able to make the points a l i t t l e
bit further, is the rural incentive, for example, part of the
hill. I hear this fact that we need rural nurses out there and
t hat is tr ue, b u t I asked the question in the c ommittee. I
said, what is the difference, Senator Smith, I said what is the
difference in salary and benefits between uruan e aster n N e b ra s k a
nurse s and r u r al Nebrask a nu r s e s and i " w as a t r eme n d o u s
difference in salary. So th e i nc en t i v e i n t h e b i l l wa s t h a t i f
you w e re i n a r u r al a r ea f or on e yea r , t hey w i l l g i v e you one
time a thousand dollars, and that was an incentive, and i n d o i ng
so, t h e y a r e go i ng t o sacrifice then an urban job where there is
also a s hor t ag e , a job that would pay them more t h an $ 1 , 00 0 ,
better benefits, year after year af te r ye ar .

minute and ten seconds.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: That is not an incentiveand I ' l l
speak to the other parts of the ball when I do have more time.
T hank you , Mr . Pr e s i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schellpeper, please.
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