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SENATOR WITHEN: Yeah, Nr. Speaker, | oing to waive and
cl ose, but there are about three poi nts I'd |IE€ to make at this
tine. Number one, Senator Nel son, I'd like ou to know |
personally resent your characterization on the Tloor that | was
unfair at the hearing for this bill, and I want that jn the
record. | have not at any tlme mage an ersonal
characterizations about you or the bill you' rlng},ng n. I'm
attenpting to deal with the facts of the issue. | resent that
characterization. If you recall, that day we laid out ahead of
time how | ong we «ere going to take on each bill. You took half
an hour to introduce the bill, that is your fault, pnot nine. |
want t hat inthe record. Secondly, Senator Smith tal ks about
facts. Shetal ks about the fact that there is a nursing
short age. Had she been listening, I'm sure she was but she may
have forgotten, to my introduction. | aranted all of the facts.
| granted that Senator Nelson, Senator Smith, gthers that have
worked on this problemhave identified a real problem.
question of the bill was, will this bill solve that problen?
Will it affect that problem? will it improve that problem'? In

all of this testinmony in the conmittee agnd here on the floor
today, we have not heard of one exanple, of one student that
would have made a career choice any different than what they are
meki ng now had they been told that they got $500 at the end of a
year of study. Bring in those people and maybe you' Il convince
me otherwise. Bring in two or 300 students that have g3iq that
woul i have nmade a difference. Nobody has convinced me yet that
there is that difference. Third, facts, Senator Nelson says
this bill is based on the math and scierice prograns. Senator
Nel son, the math and science program is a |oan forgiveness
program It is not an after the fact grant. A student can get
a $500 per semester loan, it is then forgiven in $500 increnents

for teaching math and science in our state. . Again, another
thing that hasn't been brought up, the $500 is giverr to a person

for studying in our state. SomebodyjoklngIK said, | think they
were joking, that what they might do with that 5500 is bw an
airplane ticket to some other part of the nation in order to
apply for a job. It is not based on the math and gcience 1oan
forgiveness program. Wth that, thank you very nuch.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. senator Schimek, pl ease.
SENATOR SCHINEK: Nr. Speaker and nmenbers of the body, | would

like to rise in support of this bill and I'd like to just go ¢4
my own personal experience. \en | was a child in el enentary
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