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SENATOR WITHEN: Ye ah , Nr. Speaker, I was going to waive and
close, but there are about three points I'd like to make at this
time. Number one, Senator Nelson„ I ' d l ik e you t o know I
personally resent your characterization on the floor that I was
unfair at the hearing for this bill, and I w ant that i n t he
r ecord . I h ave not at any time made any p er son a l
characterizations about you or the bill you' re bringing in. I 'm
attempting to deal with the facts of the issue. I resent that
characterization. If you recall, that day we laid out ahead of
time how long we «ere going to take on each bill. You took h a l f
an hour to introduce the bill, that is your fault, not mine. I
want that in the record. Secondly, Senator Smith talks about
facts. She talks about the fact that there i s a nur s i ng
shortage. Had she been listening, I'm s u r e s he was bu t s h e m ay
have forgotten, to my introduction. I granted all of the facts.
I granted that Senator Nelson, Senator Smith, other s t h at h ave
worked on t his p roblem have i de n t i f i ed a re a l p rob l e m . Ny
q uest ion o f t h e b i l l wa s , wil l t h i s b i l l so l v e that problem?
W il l i t a f f ec t t h at p r o b l e m ? Wil l i t imp r ov e th a t pr ob l e m '? In
all of this testimony in the committee and h e re on t h e f l oo r
t oday , we h av e n o t heard of one example, of one student that
w ould have made a c a r ee r c h o i c e any different than what they are
making now had they been told that they got $500 at the end of a
year of study. Bring in those people and maybe you' ll convince
me otherwise. Bring in two or 300 students that have s aid t h a t
wouli have made a difference. N obody has c o n v i n c e d me y e t that
there is th at dif ference. Third, facts, Senator Nelson says
this bill is based on the math and scierice programs. Senator
Nelson, the math and s c i e nce p r ogr a m is a loan forgiveness
program. It is not an after the fact grant. A student c a n g et
a $500 per semester loan, it is then forgiven in $500 increments
for teaching math and science in our state. A gain, a n o t h e r
thing that hasn't been brought up, the $500 is given to a person
for studying in our state. Somebody j o k i n g l y sa i d , I t h i nk t h ey
were joking, that what they might do with that 5500 i s b uy an
airplane ticket to some other part of the nation in order to
apply for a job. It is not based on the math and science l o an
forg i v eness p r o g r a m. With that, thank you very much.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h a n k y o u . Senator Schimek, please.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Nr. Speaker and members of the body, I would
l ike t o r i se i n sup p or t o f t h i s b i l l and I ' d l i ke t o j u st go to
m y own per s o na l e x p e r i e n ce . When I was a child in elementary
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