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studies. To offset the tuition charges many students seek
financial aid. A lthough not all schools offering RN programs
responded, the percentage of students on financial aid ranged
from 39 to 79 percent. The average amount is 2,536 to 4,900.
In LPN the percentage is 25 to 72 percent. F or t h os e st ud e n t s
receiving financ' al aid the amount varied from 950 to $1,600,
but you' ve got to draw them in, you' ve got to entice them into
the medical profession in the first place. I have worked wi t h
many. many professionals. I invite you to open u p y our b i l l
book and read the n umber of people that were here to support
t hat b i l l . I kn ow Se n a t o r W i t h e m d i d n ' t l i k e m y b i l l . H e c u t
off debate. Peop le d rove i n f r om Co za d , Nebraska , f r om
H astings , H o l d r eg e and s o o n , were not given the opportunity to
testify. I'm sure they turned in their written testimony on the
bill. Lar ry H all came in, a lot of outstate hospitals had
contacted him, so I know the problem i s t h er e . I t i s very
serious . Th e b i l l was purposely set up this way. Let me
explain...I can explain the college grant programs to you. Just
this morning we contacted the UN-0 Medical Center. Grants and
needs ar e se t u p on a c omplicated basis, c ongress i o n a l
methodology volumes, comes in volumes and volumes. You push i n
enough bu t t on s , an d if it comes out to zero, that person gets
financial aid. A lot of these people that I'm trying t o r e ac h
are girls that have a f amily and that need to further their
education particularly in the extended credit program, I am
offering another amendment that still t i gh t en s up t he b i l l
further, and so that no one could abuse it, and I think that
anything that is offered or anything to help to bring them into
the nursing shortage and it really bothers me when I s ee t h e s e
bills out here on the floor, and as I say, passing them out from
educat i on , 50 0 , 0 0 0 h er e , t h e r e , this doesn't mean anything. I
don't know of a bill on this floor that addresses the n eed any
more t h an t h i s b i l l does right here, and with that, I will
respond to any other questions.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h a n k y o u . T o the r e g u l a r s p e a k i n g o rder on
the motion to kill the bill, Senator Smith, followed by Senators

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Nr. Chairman, I' ll be very brief.
Senator Nelson is probably the best person in this body as f a r
as f a c t s ar e c on ce r n e d . When she s a i d s h e d o e s h e r h o mework ,
she does her hom ework. Senator Withem, I'm sure, has h i s
r easons f o r wan t i ng t o I PP t h i s b i l l , b ut I t h i nk i f h e i s
saying that this does not address the problem, he is a l ittle

Withem, Schimek and Noore.
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