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SENATOR NELSON: Nr. Speaker and members of the body, I think
that I can probably respond to a good share o f those. Firs t
place is, and I th ink the Education Department was probably
supportive of it, and I don't know whether Senator Withem was
here when it was even started. I patterned this after the math
and science program that was to address the shortage of math
teachers. I don't know whether the perceived shortage was there
or not but I will tell you that it didn't even touch the surface
when the shortage of nurses that we are speaking today. I know
Senator Withem had some problems with the bill. I tried to,
when you work with a ll of the nursing professions,I w i l l
guarantee you there is a lot of little technical things that you
have to a d d r e s s . First place, his statement that $500 d o e sn ' t
mean anything. That is not true. An LPN program, the tuition
is approximately $1,600 at the technical schools. Sure, I
d idn ' t have it after...I had it after the fact. The prob lem of
student loans, students taking loans, going t o sc h oo l a f ew
months, dropping out, then we have that problem of the loan, and
what. do you do with that,and that is purposely designed that
way. It is purposely designed that when they go out into the
rura l ar e as t o nur se , and the extended credit program, it
couldn't be better on the rural area. So i t w as p u r p o se l y
designed t h i s way . Pat Snyder of the home-health care, the
nursing home, said you are not correct in that respect, that i tdoesn' t he l p . They had a simple $250 scholarship. They had
over 1 00 a pp l i c a n t s . N early e v er y on e o f t he s e , when w e t a l k
a bout n ee d - b a se , t h e r e are other incentives that the nurses can
get. It simply is to entice them into the nursing field, let
them study for a year, a nd then dec id e i f t h i s i s exa c t l y w h a t I
want to do so that we are not wasting money,s o tha t w e k n o w
w hat .ve are d o i n g , a nd i t i s nee d . Mo s t p e o p le , I r athe r h at e
to say this, but I suppose if they came from a family of very
high income that did not need any a s s is t a nc e and h elp , t hey
probably would not choose the nurs ng profession. T hey would qo
on tc other professions,and the nursing is usually that very
caring person, that person that has grown up and sees t he n ee d
f or i t . I v i s i t ed and I pu t t h i s bi l l t oge t h e r , P a t Pe r r y o f
B ishop Cl a r k s o n in Omaha, Dr. Rosalee Yeaworth, Dr . Joe
Preusser, the community colleges. Loans are not what the girls
need. We found that out in LB 1185 last year, and, i n f act ,
actually the LB 890 report, and I am not going to belabor that,
One of the parts is, if Nebraska had an average s t ud e n t g r an t
program for its s tudents of the average size of other state
grant programs adjusted for Nebraska's enrollment, t he g r an t
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