February 8, 1989 LB 357

SENATOR NELSON: Yes, we will take the bill up.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Cont i nue di scussion on the bill, thank you.
Back to the order of speaking, Senator spith, followed...| am
sorry, Senator Wthem |am sorry.

SENATOR W THEM: Thank you, M. Speaker, | know nost o
notions are so well-thought-out that everybody unéerstan%s tLem’
but on this one | think | would like to speak just a little

before we get into the debate on it. This is a mofon that | am
not makin% with a great deal of pleasure. This is a bill that

was heard by the Education Committee, advanced from Education
Committee on a 5 tol vote. | was the one novote. | don't
I'i ke making | PP notions on other senator's bills. | don't know
if I, trying to remenmber if | ever have as a legislator filed an
I PP motion which | continued to pursue to a vote with the desire
of actually Kkilling another senator's bill. Butl have had a
ot of concerns with this, and a Iot of concerns that came u

during the hearing, a lot of concerns | have had in di scussmng
Wi th people since the hearing. | think there are rOba'bIY some
things that could be done to inprove this piece of |egislation.
As a matter of fact, | was under the inpression that there \ere
going to be some amendments offered to clarify sone of the
concerns that | have and sone of the concerns that other people
have. Unfortunately,we don't see those motions here. | think
there is probably only one thing worse that we can do as a
Legi sl ature than ignore a problemin our society, and that is to

pass a bill that claim to solve that problemthat really has
little or no inpact on that problem and | am afraid that s
what we have here with LB 357. | agr ee that there is a pr0b| em

I have sat on the Education Conmittee and |I have saton the
Heal th and Human Services Committee and reco%ni%e the fact
this

that we have a problemw th a nursing shortage i state. I
have no problemw th the Legislature using some of its nmoney to
target to help attenpt to solve that problem to attenpt to get
needy young people that have a desireto enter the nursing
profession into the nursing profession, andwe have done that
with other professions.  \w have done it with math and science
teachers. We have done it with doctors. W have done it in
other situations. | have no philosophical problem with that.
My problemwi th this particular bill, though, is that it doesn' t
necessarily do that. There are about three ngjor problems ihat
I have with this piece of legislation that | think if it passes
inits current formit will be one of those little pjce things
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