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teaching yet today, and that is changing quite rapid. |n 1987,
I think that we had only 287 RNs graduating in the state and
about 300 LPNs, or a 55 percent drop from 1983 just to 1987.
Another comment | ast evening from business is education, gpg
education is inportant, and this is a tool for these associate
nurses, RNs, to upgrade their education and to provide better
rural health care. That is the second part ¢ the bpill. I
won't go into a lot of those statistics, syrveys, but the demand
is there. It is very, very critical. The home health care, Pat
Snyder said that we would give anything just to have a nurse, gp
RN, guarantee us one year's enployment in our nursing hones, gpq
through ~ the new OBRA, which is the Office of Budget

Reconciliations Act, they are going to lace new demands on
nur si ng. That is, by October 1st, 1990,3]| nursing hones nust
have li censure nurses on duty. Now that can be LPN for t wo
shifts and an RN for one shift, but in theskilled, of course,
it is registered nurses, and they, frankly, are saying they will

probably have to ask for an extension of that or for “gome more
tinme because the nur'=es sinply are not out there for the nursing
hones. The cost of nursing education is considerable. o fou
years ago Kearney State College told ne in the budget cuts phat

if there was any programthat they would have to probably
reconsi der would be their nursing program because it is such

expensive  program, ON€ on one, t hat maybe or maybe not they
could afford to have it. The average full-tinme nursin RPN
undergraduate programs in the state runs from about $5,9151 to
$12,972 per student. For LPNs, it runs from about 3,000 to
$4,700 per student. Of that, the tuition rate for the LPNs is
from 1,095 to 6,600, tuition alone for the RNs In the

comunity college at home, it is approximately about $3,000 a
year, $1,600 or 2,000 for tuitionand then for uniforms,
supplies, and so on is approximtely the cost. creighton has a
program at Hastings Col |l ege that is about $8,000 a year. o5 it
doesn't take too much of a mathematician to figure it out. |f
these LPNs are going out at the first starting level at g 59 an
hour to $6, maximum of $7, how in the world can you be enticed
into nursing when the wages and the salaries gng with that much
of a cost in going to school. seven states that | happened to
check are known to have special nursing education grants gpg

prograns. Florida contracts wjth an individual institution
independence. Illinois hasa $16 nmillion program of health
education student grants, \which includes man heal th
prof essions. Nassachusetts, $3,000, 300,000 student gyant; New
Jer ey, studentgrants, and so on. | weighed this very nuch. |
know there will be a concernanda concern onthe floor, and|
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