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our state, and they were being hosted and they we r e hav i n g a
large dinner. And the host of that dinner had some presents for
the Chinese delegation And Secretary of State Beermann asked
him what the presents were, because he noticed all these big
boxes ar ou n d . And t h e h os t sa i d , well, I bought all these hats
for these Chinese guests, I'm going to award them these hats, or
I'm going to give them these hats after the dinner is over. And
Senator (sic) Beermann opened up one of the b ox. . . o r Sec r e t a r y
of State Beermann opened up one of the boxes and the hats were
green. Now g r e en h a t s , t o u s , may not mean very much, you know,
i t m i gh t n o t be ve r y si gn i f i c a n t a t a l l , t hey' r e j u st another
color. But in China I'm told that the color green is like the
scarlet letter. The color green is something that you do not
wear, it's a...and, if it is worn by someone, it is a mark o f
condemnation. And here we were, here was the host going to give
out green caps to the Chinese d elega t i o n b ec a u s e he wa s no t
aware a nd h ad no t be en m ade aware of what the customs and the
cul t u r e o f Ch i n a wa s l i ke . That would be something t hat wo u l d
n ever h ap p en , i f we had a Protocol Office. Other things, I'm
told that we' ve received gifts from various countries. T here i s
a large vase, Secretary of State Beermann had in his office, and
he sand that the Governor has a vase just like that, it was
g iven a f ew yea r s ago before this Governor was in office,
beautiful vase as a gift T here has n ever b een a t h a n k y o u n o t e
sent mack to the delegation that gave that gift to the Governor.
No one has e v e r r e t ur n e d t h e f av o r or returned the gift or sent
a thank you for it. Other t1 ings, I guess I'm told that the
Irish flag, for example, if you put it up one way, it stands for
the country of Ireland. If you reverse it, by accident, i t ' s
the flag of another country. If you hang it from top to bottom,
that is done only at funerals. And, if you are not aware of
these things, if you don't have a Protocol Officer or a Protocol
Office being aware of these things, you make these k ind o f
mistakes, embarrassments that just are inappropriate for people
that are visiting our state. When we talk about $80,000 I ' m
always curious about the funding. This has become symbolic, I
guess, because it's the first A bill. We are passing along lots
of bills. A s Senator J ohnson m e n ti o n e d , we' re f o rg i v i ng a
$37 million tax that could have been collected on the access
c harges on t h e p h on e c ompanie s . I believe that is a good b i l l .
I plan on voting for it. But, if you are talking about funding,
how about that? We just pa ssed a bill the other day that
al lowed. . . o r adva n ced a bill, I sh ould say, t ha t al l ows
newspapers t o cha rg e a fee for public notices, a higher f ee .
It's a good bill. It's going to cost our state, I think, in the
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