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a five, $10, 000 grantfor the Protocol Ofice which would do a
variety to things in our narketing, | would think it would be a
wi se investment on their part and this anendnent sinply gives
them the option, makes that option available that they could, if
they so choose, give sone noney to the Protocol Ofice. Andas
far as Senator NcFarlandhas said, he doesn't think it's fair

that this bill would benefit all of Nebraska. Hedoesn't think
it's fair that we just purden just the ag sector and the
commodity  boards. Well, this apendment does not do that. As]
said, it's just an option for the commodity boards and also
it s...also it would allow the Department gf Economic
Devel opment to award contracts to this board. So ou ~now,

it'" s all permssive legislation. The funds could go fromthere
but the fact of the matter is people gre saying... what they are
sayi ng 'this nmorning is, this is a good ided. "Byt it's not such
a good idea that we can go out and get funding for anything

other than just General Fund tax dolTars. w||, if it's such a
good idea, you can get funding fromthe commodity poards, from
the Department of Econonic Devel opment, and this is a well

worthwhile project to be funded with exjisting tax dollars or
existing commodity check-off funds, instead of appropriating new
money for it.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator NcFarland, then Senator
Schellpeper.
SENATOR NcFARLAND: |' Il pass, Nr. President.

PRESI DENT: Okay. Senator Schel | peper, please.
SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: I call the question.

PRESI DENT: You' re the |ast one, but thank you. sgnpator Noore,
woul d you like to close?

SENATOR NOORE: Yes, |I' Il briefly close. As |'ve said, the
arguments, | find this interesting that this is 4 really 0od
bil' , but it's only a good bill if the commodity boards d%nt

have to pay for it, or it's only a good bill if ¢ appropriate
new money toit. That defiessense, | think. |f the Protocol

Ofice is worthwhile, let's set up a cash fund and |et the
commodity boards contribute to it, at their leisure, if they
want to, and let the Department. . . if the Protocol Office will do
such a great anmpunt of work for econonmic developnent in the
state, it makes perfect sense to nme the Departnent of Econom c
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