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Senator Ashford. Senator Rogers, please.

SENATOR ROGERS: I'm sorry. Mr. President, members, I stand to
oppose this. I think a lot of the r easons h a v e al r e a d y been
stated, but I think something like this is going to benefit the
whole state. I see no reason why some of my corn checkoff money
or my sorghum checkoff money should go to support t h i s . And
then I gu ess I hav e an other concern, I wonder wh en h e ' l l b e
coming after some of the pork checkoff and some of the b eef
checkoff to fund this program also. T hank you .

PRESIDENT: Th an k you . Senator Ashford, please, followed by

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, Mr. President and members, I j u s t
had an opportunity to...and I appreciate Senator Johnson's point
about the fact that there are other bills of great importance,
and I agree with him and I don't want .o belabor this but I ' ve
just had an o pportunity to read this amendment and I don' t
particularly see the evil in it that others are seeing. I think
that Senator McFarland has raised an excellent point by his bill
and I support it and what he is doing, but I think funding is an
issue. T his is an additional $80,000 of new money in t h is
A bi l l and I t h i nk that we n eed t o e ncou r age , i n s t a t e
government, the private-public partnership that this amendment
seems to foster. Number one, the grain boards are no t r eq u i r ed
to make the contribution to the fund, number on e , and , rumber
two, the part about it that I like is the section that refers to
donations, gifts, bequests, grants and other contribut ons. I
think if we run this thing correctly, w e could p r o b a b l y f u n d i t
at a gre ater level than $80,000 with contributions f rom
the...could I get a gavel, Mr. President?

PRESIDENT: ( Gavel . ) Let ' s h o l d i t d own so w e can hear t h e
s peaker , p l e a se . Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR ASHFORD: I think that we could probably turn this into
a. . . r e a l l y a g oi ng o pe r at i on by f un d i n g i t wi t h g i f t s and
donations from the business community and others who are going
to directly benefit from this type of fund and I really am
appreciative of Senator McFarland in bringing this bill to us.
I totally accept his premise and think it's v ery m u c h n ee d e d ,
but I re al l y do t h i nk that those organizations w hich a r e
directly benefitting from the ser v i ce s p r ov i d ed need t o be
i nvolved d i r ec t l y i n t h e f u nd i n g and I t h i nk a l ot o f t h i s

Senator Weihing.
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