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Rogers.

SENATOR R. JO HNSON: Mr. President, members, I guess I will not
be quite as kind in my comments to S e n a tor M oo r e as Senator
Coordsen was, but i t never ceases to amaze me as we stand and
sit on this floor that we t a l k abo u t bi l l s that ar e of
importance and this bil l , qui t e f r ank l y , i n t he order o f
importance to the State of Nebraska and to the work that we have
to do here today and this session, is limited, granted. But you
know, we lose our perspective at times on issues l ike t hi s
because, quite honestly, a c oupl e of da y s ago we advanced a
bill, LB 209, that was dealing with access charges that the
State of Nebraska is going to lose some 15, $20 million. We' re
talking about $80,000 here. Now if you d on ' t l i k e the p r og r a m
or you don't think that the program is necessary then I agree,
don't vote for the program. But to try and maneuver the program
into an area that...or to ruin the program on the ba sis of
a mendments, to me , is lud i c rous . And , y o u k now, we' ll s pend
probab!y more time arguing this particular proposal of $80,000
than we spent wi' h a $20 million proposal on LB 209. And i t i s,
like I said, we l ose perspective, but, to me, we live in a
global society, we have to communicate in that society and this
individual would be s omething that a person ora n agency t h a t
would help us work with visitors from across the coun t r y and
around t h e wor l d . Now whether we want to move ahead in t h i s
state and recognize the importance of something along this line,
then I suggest the body vote for the bill. I f you don't wa nt
to, that's fine. If you feel it is an unnecessary program,
another layer of bureaucracy that the State of Nebraska c a n n ot
afford $80,000, then vote against the bill. I can accept that
argument, but our visitors that come to th i s st ate are not
solely coming here for the purpose of agricultural commodities.
We have visitors that v isit us for o u r education , f or our
technoingy, for a number of other r easons and t o l a y t h e b u r d en
of pay i n g f or a Protocol Officer on f ees or f und s or
contributions from other so u r c es , agai n, i s lud i c r ous and I
guess I would p r e fe r i f yo u l i ke t h e bi l l , v ote for it; if y o u
don't like the bill, don't vote for it. But, as I said, this is
probably not something that is going to go down in the a nnals o f
history that we passed an $80,000 proposal to set up a Protocol
Officer in this state, but, in any case, I support the bill. I
oppose Senator Moore's attempt to amend the bill and I hope that
the body will move on with other work to do today.

PRESIDENT: Thank you . Senator Rogers, please, followed by
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