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nove forward onit. W held back on it a couple years ago. We
shoul dn't hold back on it any |Onger. We have a serious pr obl em
out there, some serious concerns that have yet to be addressed
and this is the bill to do it. Solet's work toward answering
the problens and not creating a greater problem by just dropping
the issue and not going forward.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Oaen El ner, please, then Senator
Hartnett.

SENATOR ELMER: Thank you, M. President. |'m listeningto the
debate with considerable interest this norning and | have ixed
enotions. We have bureaucracies in abundance and people out
there have a tendency to | ook at a new bureaucracy ;5 galaried
people being paid by their taxes that really is not too
necessary. We have been tal king about rural heal th concerns. |
woul d like to know really what specific things (hat this hill

would do to help someofthose concerns. | can see a state
office bei ng set up in Scottsbluff or North Platte and still
would require someone to drjve perhaps 100 and 150 miles. ¢

they' re not able to afford their local health care, they can
littl e afford to drive to get it for a 100 and 150 miles. |t
seems that this noney might be better directed {4, those |ocal
communities for these kinds of things through their hospitals or
doctors that are alreadythere. waypbe some of those questions
could be answered but | don't think I'want (o kill it but |
really don't think I want to advance it either. Thank you.

Pll?ESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Hartnett, then Senator | ynch,
please.

SENATOR HARTNETT: M. President and nmenbers of the body |
Euess | haven't tal ked about this bill and | usually |eave the

Iy
ealth issues up to the experts, Senator Wesel and Senator
Lynch, but maybe Senat or pWesel'y can answer theyquestdl onfor me

but | maybe will ask him or Senator Lynch because wjth the

duplication of services andacouple of weeksago, | think it
was right after the 1st of January, | was up in...

sister-in-law up in Senator Conway's area was elected to the
county conmi ssioners and | went up for the gyearing in and it
happened to be the day of, youknow,where kids are getting
shots and so what you' re’saying is that t hat still will be a
function of the counties that this will not take over and so

forth. |Is that true?
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