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amusing. If you want to kill the bill, if you want to stop this
effort, then go right ahead, but I think you will be making a
serious mistake. It won't hurt me and it won't hurt Senator
Lynch and it won't hurt very many of us in this Legislature from
t he u rb a n ar e a s. We ' ve go t our programs and they' ll just
continue like they are, but this state will be hurt. T he w h o l e
=-tate will be hurt and we care about the whole state because
when you have a sick child because they couldn't afford t o ge t
immunized in western Nebraska, that child is a child that we all
care abo u t and we shar e i n t he suffering. And a child that
can't get the sort of public education to help t hem u n d e r s t a n d
how to take care of themselves so they don't get sick in schools
or i n ot he r s i t u at i on s , t h a t ch i l d i s a c h i l d I c ar e abo u t . I
don't care where that child is in this state. But you ought to
care too. And I don't understand the idea of killing this bill.
You ought to withdraw the kill motion, Senator Haberman. You' ve
got specific problems with the bill, we' ll deal with specific
problems. You' ve got general concerns about t h e b i l l , we ' l l t r y
to answer yo ur q u e s t i o n s . I t h i n k w e c a n f i nd t h e sol u t i on s to
your concerns. We' ve spent a lot of time on th i s i ssu e . Th e r e
is an answer to these different concerns that you h ave a n d I
f ind i t ve r y i n t e r es t i ng to have the discussion that we' re
h aving and I t h i nk i t ' s f i ne . I don't mind going on and we can
take more time with this because public health is that important
to this state. We don't have in place the public health system
that we should have. We don't have the serv i ces t he r e i n many
areas of the s tate t hat we shoul d h a v e . We' re trying to do
something about that problem. There i s a c o st associated with
this at six hundred some thousand dollars. I t ' s a sm a l l p r i c e
to pay, I think, to take care of people to make sure t h a t t h e y
stay healthy. Tha t' sreally all we' re talking about. We' ve
blown this thing far up out of proportion in t erms of t h e
specifics. The re are concerns here that really aren't needed.
I think that you' re not going to find abortion and referrals ar,i
whatever as part of this. That's not the intent. You' re not
g oing t o f i nd d up l i ca t i on o f se r v i c e s i n t hi s b i l l t ha t som e
people are concerned about because that's not the intent. Now,
maybe some of these things that we have intent with don't end up
happening but I can tell you right now that the whole plan is to
have in place services that aren't now being met. We unders t and
what Senator Smith talked about when you have in place home
health services and area agency on aging. W e don't want t o
duplicate that. What we' re trying to do is come up with a whole
d i f f e r en t i de a and we' ve done it before in the Family Support
Act. We passed that bill and that program put i nt o p l ace a
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