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tal ked about the possibility of maybe making those regions a bit
smal | er and perhaps maki ng them conformwi th other regions that
are already in place.

SENATOR LYNCH: Senator Scofield, M. President and members,
good question. We did addressthis for at |east two days in our
subcomrmittee and in our other deliberations on the issue. Tpgre
are, in fact, you're right, a nunber of different areas for
everything. When | was in Douglas County we had 14 different
areas. Ve had the Health Planning Council in the Mdlands; e
had the Metropolitan Area Transit, | could go on down the |jst
of things; the _D_ougIaS County Health Departnment, etcetera,
etcetera. So legitimte concern. W did address those kinds of
things in our deliberations and rather than coning down , ¢pe
six mental health regions or the six retardation regions came
down on, since this would be a5 public health responsibility,
agreed that the proposed six regions shouldbe the existing

heal th department regions. |nterestingly enoug_h for those that
don't know, the health departnent regions are different fromthe
MR and fromthe nmental health regions. But that is a problem
for us. | have no problemyjth tryi ng to consol idate the
regions in any way to make it administratively nre effective.
This only exists because they were...they accepted the nental
health...nental...or the State Health Departnment regions as they
now exist

SENATOR SCOFIELD:  Thank you. The other question | think either
you or...you have been addressing the whol e is~ue of
coordination ~and Senator Smith and a number of others have
rai sed that but | would giVe t he rest of tine to both you and
Senator Wesely to talk about, in nore deptn%/, if you feel it's
necessary to talk about how we nmight, as a Legislature, do sone
coordination in there so that, in fact, those gapa get | |ed
and you and | both have beenaround | ong enough to know t hat
the‘re isalittle bit of turf out there once in a |ile and |
don't ~ know that we have ever...after being...working on the
Childrens' Committee and you have been interested in that, a lot
of people have been, | don't know that we have peen remarkably
successful in our well-intentioned attenpts to coordinate gngqwe
have some things to learn about how to do that yet. apg| guess
| would appreciate some expansion on what role you see in the
Legislature and particularly the Health Committee in that

coordination, and specifically then beyond that what have your
deliberations beenin the comittee? We have a number of
interesting looking health bills out there comingdown %Jhe pike.
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