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CGeneral File to Select. Thank you.

SPVMKER BARRETT: Thank you, Senator Lynch. Discussion.
Senat or Nel son, followed by Senator Labedz.

SENATOR NELSON:  Mr. Speaker, menbers of the body, I have
certainly observed what, Senator Lynch's points that he has

made, Senator Wsely has nmade, but |, personally, have some
reservations on this bill. wWat | see comng down the pipeline,

and we all have the same sincere desire and e see the
deteriorating health care, and this supposedly helps us address

t hat . None of us deny that outstate and so on the problemis
serious and is going to get nore serious, gnd | probably will

support the bill on at least the first round. As Senator Lynch
says, give it a chance to stand in line with +the other health
care bills and proposals that will be comng to us.

> X h | d
so, | will be coming up with one, hopefully, to régdregg ﬁ!]e
nursing shortage which is very, very severe out there, and with

the current Medicaid and Medicare provisionswil|l get worse.
But | kind of look at this as every programthat e nave down

here, we can justify its existence. | don't care whether it is
ADC, whether it is health care, high-risk pregnancy, o, whatever
it is, social services programs, they usually...probably may
return  $1 on four, and | amnot saying that this m ght not do
it, but | did a little bit of homework on the bill, gnd | find
that the ~cities of Hastings, North Platte, gnd Kearney either
have gone down to one person or have di scontinued their
department of health, and so | wonder, and | know it was for
budget cuts and budget reasons, that if we are not asking to
expand sonething and create nore prograns and nore agencies t hat
may or may not justify their cost. Anpd Senator Lynchhas a good
point, let's probably not chopthis bill down immediately, but
inthe light of that, myown city does happen tg have a
department of health, but | think that is about the outstate,
the question what it was, well, we kind of like the pijl
Arlene, because we ma get some more business, but | am
wondering in ny own mnd, and | hope that | can find some more
informati on between now and Select File, whether or not that we
can actually justify $600,000 jn starting and creating more
agencies, but | knowthe need is there, | amnot saying that.
But | don't know if Senator Lynch \would want to address the
Kearney, the Hastings, the North PI atte,nwhy they di scontinued
theirs. | think it was budget reasons and maybe tied to energy,
too. Wth that, thanks.
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