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General File to Select. Thank you.

SPvMKER BARRETT: T hank y ou , Sen a t o r Ly nc h . Discussion .
Senator Nelson, followed by Senator Labedz.

S ENATOR NELSON: M r. Sp e ak e r , members of the body, I h a v e
certainly observed what, Senator Lynch's points that he has
made, Senator Wesely has made, but I, personally, have some
reservations on this bill. What I see coming down the pipeline,
and w e al l hav e t h e same s i n c e r e des i r e and we se e t he
deteriorating health care, and this s upposedly h e l p s u s address
that. None o f us deny that outstate and so on the problem is
serious and is going to get more serious, and I pr obab l y wi l l
support the bill on at least the first round. A s Senator L y n c h
says, give it a chance to stand in line with the other health
care bills and proposals that will be coming to us. In a day o r
so, I will be c oming up with one, hopefully, to address the
nursing shortage which is very, very s evere ou t t her e , and w i t h
the current Medicaid and Medicare p r o v i s i o n s w i l l g et wo r se .
But I kind of look at this as every program that w e hav e d ow n
here, we can justify its existence. I don't care whether it is
ADC, whether it is health care, high-risk pregnancy, or whatever
it is, social services programs, they usually...probably may
return $1 on four, and I am not saying that this might not do
i t , b u t I d i d a l i t t l e b i t of home work o n t h e b i l l , and I f i nd
that the cities of Hastings, North Platte,a nd Kearney e i t h e r
h ave g o n e d o w n t o on e pe r son or have discontinued their
department of health, and so I wonder, and I know it was for
budget cuts and budget reasons, that if we a re n ot ask i n g t o
expand something and create more programs and more agencies that
may or may not justify their cost. A nd Senator L y nch ha s a g o o d
p oint , l et ' s p r oba b l y n o t c h o p t h i s b i l l dow n i mmediate l y , b u t
in the light of that, my own c i t y does h appe n t o h a v e a
department of health, but I think that is about the outstate,
the question what it was, well , we k i nd o f l i ke t h e b i l l ,
Arlene, bec a u s e we may get some more business, but I am
wondering in my own mind, and I hope that I can find s ome mor e
information between now and Select File, whether or not that we
can actually justify $600,000 in starting and creating more
agencies , bu t I know the need is there, I am not saying that.
But I don't know if Senator Lynch would w a n t t o add r e ss the
Kearney, the Hastings, the North Platte,why they discontinued
theirs. I think it was budget reasons and maybe tied to energy,
too. With that, thanks.
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