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Li ncol n and Oraha, urban areas with health departnents, e feel
t\%e state

very strongly that this legislation will help all of

and benefit all of us by putting it into place and helping our
rural areas access public healthservices. ith that. | don' t
know i f Senator Lynch, | have got sonme time |eft, Would’you like

to take the rest of ny time? Are you ready'?
SPEAKERBARRE T: SenatorLynch, gpbout a ninute.
SENATOR LYNCH: Good norni ng.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Good norning, Senator Lynch.

SENATOR LYNCH: Don pretty well covered it. i i
state right now thereare 18 departnments of Rglaﬂ(lwyli nCOU|t'1thye
health departnents, two city-county health departnments, four

city health departments, a nulticounty health department which
includes G ant, Hooker, Thomas, Arthur, and Keith, and Iso
there is a State Health Departnment denonstrationproject wﬁich
includes Chase, Hayes, Dundy, Hitchcock counties. About g
little over half of the state's population are nowunserved by
public health systems as we get into the | ndigent health care
problemin the state. This would help considerably. The four

eople, by the way, are a sanitarian, a public health nurse, a
ealth educator, ‘and clerk. This is not intended to duplicate,

overl ap or supersede or confuse what now exi sts. All of those
public health agencies should continue to exist. This would not
take over the responsibility of the local Hurisdictions, or the
state, in sone cases, have in these areas of public health. By
the way, Nebraska spends, except for those denpnstration grants,

nothing on public health, and the worst argument in the world to
use is that we spend nothing, so we should spend sonething.

This is not the argument. | amnot saying that at all. But we
do know that in those greas of the state, over half. of the
popul ati on, none in Senator Wesely's or ny district, by the way,

where none of this exists, there is, in fact, 3 serious problem.
I will turn my light on, Nr. Chairman, Nr. President, and
continue if it's necessary.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  Senator Lynch, the Chair was in error because
Senat or Wesely was openi ng.

SENATOR LYNCH: Okay.

SPEAKER BARRETT: You have approximately 4 1/2 minutes |left.
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