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services i n Nebraska. Thi s system would include a team of
individuals to work within the region, to develop a plan, to
identify current activities, identify gapa in services, and t o
come back with the services and support that were needed for
that particular region to meet its public health nee d s . Now
there are a nu mber of public health departments in the state.
They are county and city, and I have passed out from the report
Senator Lyn c h d i d a map that shows the r egions t h at ar e
involved, there would be six, and a map t hat indicates what
current city and county health departments are in place. And
what you find is,' very quickly, that most of the state h as n o
public health services, that it is u nable to access public
health care outside of perhaps what the local hospital or th e
local physician may be willing to provide which we find is
inadequate, in our estimation. What we are saying is t hat wh y
should the urban areas of this state have this ability to access
public health and not the rural areas of the state. So we have
set up a system that I think will very much meet t he n e ed s of
public health in Nebraska. The cost of the bill is somewhere
around $600,000. I t would set up a core t eam in the si x
regions. It would provide for an opportunity to work within
t hose r e g i o ns , t o i dent i f y , agai n , what se rv i c e s a r e being
provided, what gapa exist. It would help bring our rural areas
of the state into a full bloom of public health access. Now you
know we talked about rural renaissance and talked about rural
health care as part of that renaissance. Y ou have go t t o h av e
healthy people to have a successful region, and our r u r a l ar e a s
of the state cannot sustain in a city or a small town or a
county of small population a health department. They n e e d t o
team together in these regions. The state needs to be part of
that, and one of the other handouts indicates that our state has
been very lax in state support for public health. We have j ust
not kept up with what most states have done in this area. So to
bring the state up to where other states are, to help our rural
areas, bring them up to where our urban areas are, this piece of
legislation I think is a very good effort to deal with that
p roblem . I n add i t i on , indigent care is a very big issue and
this, of c ourse, would provide public health services to
individuals who could not otherwise afford these services,and
so it will help that problem. And i f ev er you have a good
investment I think in health care, it is to have preventive,
health promotion type services, where you get out there and help
people stay healthy. You will save more money than it will cost
you and I think in the long run is in the best interest o f t he
whole st at e . So e ven t h o u g h Se n a t o r Iynch and I are from
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