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capital job of it. There are many i nstances of ver y sev er e
injury by dangerous dogs to people in our state even, and i t i s
high time that we have legislation in effect that would help to
protect these children especially, and even adults, for that
matter. The one point I noticed was that in the penalty section
that the first offense is called a Class, what, IV misdemeanor,
a nd t he se co n d o f f en s e i s th e s ame t h i n g w i t h t h e a d d it i o n a l
provision that the animal be destroyed. I wonder if maybe we
shouldn't even include that the animal be destroyed after the
first offense. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you .
2nd District, Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. President and members, I would like to
ask Senator Wesely a question, and I w i l l t e l l you where I am
coming from. I had a call on this from an owner that thought
maybe we were overreacti-g to the problem, a nd I just want t o
say it looks like to me this is a fair way to approach the
problem as you have done it. I want y o u t o kn ow t hat . My
questior. was that it appears to me there is kind of a warning in
this, in other words, a dangerous dog is not really defined
until something has happened so that the average h omeowner w h o
has a dog , p e r h aps a s a g u a r d do g o r w h a t e v e r , that may not know
that his dog is dangerous, which is many times what happens,
actually shouldn't be c o n c e r ned un l e ss s omething h app e n s
sometime, and then would have a reason to be warned that the dog
may be dangerous, the way I interpret this.

S PEAKER BARRETT: S e n a t o r Wese l y .

SENATOR WESELY: Ye s , Senator Wehrbein, that is a very good
~uest i on . I f you l o ok at t h e bi l l , it talks about dangerous
dog, and it says it has to be provoked. I mean, excuse me, it
has to act as an unprovoked incident. I f t h e y a r e p r o v o k ed , i f
somebody comes onto your property, if it teases the animal, if
it does something to cause the dog to react, then that i s n o t
the dog's fault. So this bill protects that situation. Now
unprovoked, if the dog chases after s omebody and t h r ea t e n s and
is going to attack them, then it is defined as a potentially
dangerous dog, and really at that point nothing kicks in. But a
second time that it comes after somebody, then it moves into the
dangerous dog category and then you have got to put the pen in
and all that stuff, and so actually you have got to have a third
time that it really goes after somebody, a nd then t h e y h av e g o t
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