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Senator Cha mbers and I work e d on and finally reached a
compromise on. Tha t piece of legislation has b een v e r y
successful in seeing dogfighting move out of the state. We have
found that it has been very successful in deterring that
activity. This bill is similar in its impact, I believe. We
are attempting here to deter activity with dangerous d ogs t h at
might lead to attacks. I t i s a p r e v e n t i v e p i e c e o f l eg i s l at i on
and it recognizes that across the state t h e r e a re a n umber o f
cities that have adopted some dangerous dog ordinances to try to
deal with this problem. We think that that is great and
terrific and this bill would not wipe out those o rdinances .
They could remain as long as they wereat least as restrictive
as what this bill calls for. This would be a statewide minimum
that then local ordinances could build upon,and f rom what we
have seen o f t h o s e o rd i n a n c es , i t wou l d f i t i n qu i t e well
together. This, by adopting this statewide effort, though, then
you also take into account the whole state, the rural ar e as , t h e
smaller towns would all have this protection for their people.
The basic summarization of the bill is that it d ef i ne s wh at a
dangerous dog is and includes in that definition of potentially
dangerous dog that has had a second incident, and a po t en t i a l l y
dangerous dog is one that has been unprovoked and has acted in a
menacing fashion or has actually provided some s ort o f non s e v e r e
injury to a human being or domestic animal. What we are trying
to do is if this dog looks dangerous, potentially dangerous,
l e t ' s deal with the issue,and let's provide some protection,
and so this bill would have dangerous dogs have protections by
having them enclosed in a pen, have a top to the pen, have them
protected, because there are many dogs that are in pens withou t
any top. They c an jump out. They have , i n f ac t , d on e some
terrible things to children. A nd so we do t r y t o r ec o g n i z e the
need to identify t hese d o g s , t o p l ace them i n a secu r ed
environment, and deal with the issue. And so with that, that
summarization of t he b i l l , I wou l d be h ap p y t o s e e t h e b i l l
advance and pass into law so we can deal with t hi s i ssu e an d ,
hopefully, help some kids keep from getting hurt in this s tat e
by dangerous dogs.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . D iscuss io n o n LB 208? Sen a t o r
Dierks, followed by Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR DIERKS: Nr. Speaker and members of the body, I j u s t
would rise in support of this legislation. I t i s ve r y
difficult, I believe, to define a dangerous dog or a potentially
dangerous dog , bu t I think that S enator Wesely has d one a
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