February 6, 1989 LB 208

Senator =~ Chambers and | worked on and finally reached a

conproni se on. That piece of |egislation has been very
successful in seeing dogfighting move out of the state. g pave

found that it has been very successful in deterring that

activity.  This bill is simlar inits inpact, | believe. e
are attenpting here to deter act|V|ty wi t h danger ous dogs that
mght lead to attacks. |tjs preventive piece of legislation
and it recogni zes that across the state there are number of

cities that have adopted sone dangerous dog ordi nances to try to
deal_ V\_llth thl_s p_robl em We think that that is great and
terrific and this bill would not wipe out those ordinances.

They could remain as long as they wereat |east as restrictive
as what this bill calls for. This would be a statewi de minimum
that then | ocal ordinances could build upon, gnd from what we
have seen of those ordinances, it would fit in quite el

together. This, by adopting this statew de effort, though t hen

you al so take into account the whole state, the areas, the
smaller towns would all have this prot ection for thelr pedpl e
The basic summarization of the bill is that it gefines what a

dangerous dog is and includes in that definition of potentially
dangerous dog that has had a second incident, anda potentially
dangerous dog is one that has been unprovoked and has acted in 3
menaci ng fashion or has actually provided some ggort of nonsevere
injury to a human being or donestic anjnmml. What we are trying

todois if this dog | ooks dangerous potentially dangerous,
let's deal with the issue,and let's provide sone protection,
and so this bill would have dangerous dogs have protections by

having t hem encl osed in a pen, have 4 top to the pen, have them
protected, because there are many dogs that are in pens \ithout
any top. ~ They canjunp out. Theyhave, in fact, done gome
tefrible things fo children. Andsowedo try to recognize the
need to identify these dogs, to place them in a secured
environnment, and deal with the issue. And so with that, t hat
sunmmari zation of the bill, | would be happy to seethe bill
advance and pass into law so we can deal wWith tpjs jssue and,
hopefully, help some kids keep fromgetting hurt in this state
by dangerous dogs.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou. pijscussion on LB 2082 Senator
Di erks, followed by Senator Whrbein. '

SENATOR DIERKS: Nr. Speaker and menbers of the body, I just
would rise in support of this | egi sl ation. It ry
difficult, |I believe, to define a dangerous dog or a potentlally
dangerOUS dOgv but | t hink t hat Senat or Wese|y has done a
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