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SENATOR KRISTENSEN: The law on pimps?

SENA'1'OR SMITH: Regarding the pimp.

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Oh , obviou s l y n o t .

SENATOR SM ITH: We ll then, do you think it's going to s olve t h e
problem to go after the victim?

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: The v i c t i m i s s t i l l a c r i mi na l . We.. . t h e
Legislature has for years, in the ten years that I wasn't here,
h as de c l ar e d a p ub l i c po l i cy o f t he state that prostitution is a
c r i m i n a l ac t i v i t y . So t he v ictim is st ill a c r i m i n a l , d on ' t
forget that change, and yes , i t wi l l .

SENATOR SMITH: And y ou ' r e saying here an unfortunate person due
to the cir cumstances beyond their control, so on and so fortl.

.

Okay, th next question is, what can be done by ordinance in the
City of Omaha at this time:

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: What can be done or wh a t . . . ?

.ENATOR SMITH: What ca n b e d on e . Can t h z s be done . . . c an t h z s
problem be taken care of in Omaha inste'ad of xt becoming a s ta t e
prob l e m?

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: That i s , a s I mint>oned, I think that there
is a serious doubt as to the constitutionality of the Omaha c i t y
o rd i n a n c , i n whi c h c ase t he "tate law prevails. I t h i nk x n
1979 when th e y rec odified t he l aw , t he y d ecr i m i n a l i z ed
prostitution a nd ...or not deerminalized it, but made it a $100
i n f r a c t i on . Th at i s wh at wi l l h ap pe n x n t h e ab sen c e o f t h x s
l eg i s l at i o n .

SENATOR SMITH : Dad y ou check to see? Yo u said you think it may
be unconstitutional. In other words, you don't know that xt i ­

.

Did yo u ch e c k be fore you introduced this legislation to take
care of the problem on a state basis, you didn't c heck t o s ee
if, in fact, it was unconstitutional?

SENATOR K R I S T ENSEN: Well , I d on ' t t h i nk t ha t I ' m q u al i f i ed t o
pass on whether xt is constituti.onal o: not . I have my op xn xo n
t ha t I b e l i ev e zt zs, but I'm...until the Supreme Court rules on
i t , I d on ' t t h i nk xt i s uncons t i t u t i on a l .
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