February 3, 1989 LB 116

but by the same token the status quo is not going to correct
those. LB 116, | believe, is a step in the right direction. ¢

does provide those tools and | would reiterate that under a
Cl ass V m sdeneanor, probation is not a feasible alternative.

Nobody i s going to accept probation instead of a $100 fine that

's going to be paid, as I think somebody has already pointed
out, is going to be paid by the pinp anyway. |norder to even
provide sone of the rehabilitative services that probation m ght

of fer or. that some of the groups that testified have offered,
there has to be ti e incentive. A $100 fine and noving on up the

street a little bit further is not going to acconplish that. |

urge that LB 116 be adopted.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Chambers, please, then Senator
Smith.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,

what | think this bill and the discussion really disclosed is
how difficult it isto deal with ingrained social problens by
means of legislation that offers only punishment. |t s easy to
circumv nt it by the one who is to be punished but it p? ace a
heavy burden on the systemthat has to adm nister it. Let's say
that a woman is picked up for prostitution and since it carries
the possibi lity, the conviction of this jail time, she can
insist on ajury trial. well | believe that the mor serious

of enses are going to be taken to trial first, ggshe gets out
on bond and she is not on trial,sheis not going to jail but
sheis carried on the books and the paperwork and the court's
docket has to continue to acconmpdate nore and nore of these

people who are asking for a jury trial. So it could pe
concei vab]y. bowi sh there was 4 crimnal, | meant, an attorney
who practices crinxnal |aw, oh, Senator Kristensen, | would like
to ask you a question. Senator Kristensen, and |I'm asking thjs

as a question. I'mnot maki; | it as g statenent. s it the
practice when jury trials or cases are going to go to trial, we

know t hat there is a six-month requirenent, six-month speedy
trial. Are the nore serious cases tried first or how woul d that
be handled?

SENATOR KRI STENSEN: First of all v 1 want to make sure that
you' re not insinuating the way | practice lawis crimnal.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: That's why | said a |awyer that practic. gp

yeah, however | said it, if | would have said a crimnal
lawyer...

808



