February 3, 1989 LB 116

SENATOR LI NDSAY: Nr . Presi dent menbers of the bod | think |
shoul d al so go on record as notlng that Senator Chambers | think
has some valid points, that agreat nunber of the prostitutes,
of the women who are engaged in prostitution are themselves
victins. However, state law as it currently stands,yhichis a
Cl ass V m sdeneanor, a $100 fine and a citation, is not going to
rehabilitate them It is not going to give themthe opportunity

for the rehabilitation. | thi nk that opportunity is avail abl e
either through probation or we heard in_ theJudiciary
Committee testinony, it is offered t hrough some prison programns.

Rehabilitation in the area of prostitution is...the
rehabilitation itself is a fairly new concept. There were a

coupl e of people who appeared at the Judiciary Committee who did
testify that they are getting into that area, that area of

rehabfilit ation, but I just don't th|nk if we leave, gnd what we
have to renenb_er is we' regoing to |eave this at a ClassV
m sdemeanor without that.  We' regoing to leave this with a
mandat ory i ssuance of a citation. Wewill not be allowed to
arrest, we will not be allowed to do anything nore than increase
the cost of doing business, period. wewill not prowde t he
assistance that | think every nember of the Legislature rees
that it should probably be provided, but it will not be pro ided
under the current, underthe status duo. It's a possibility it

could be provided under LB 116. Senator Chambers al 5o bri ngs up
a point of the pinps, of the panderers, and | think it's g good
i dea t hat the way the statuteSread nowthat it's a felony to
engage in pandering. Yes, that is the worse of the evils |

guess. Those whoare involved in that should be penal i zed as
for a felony offense, but that's not \what we're deal ing with
here. That law is on the books, that |aw can be, if they can
come up with the evidence to provide 5 convi ctlon they can and
do so. | agree those should be punished but we' re not dealing
with the pimps in this legislation. It is already being
provided for. We're dealing with the prostitutes thensel ves.
I, again, | do support this |egislation, I do support it
strongly. Those who are familiar with mydlstrlct with the
9th District, would know that and, again, to an extent Senator
Chamvers  is correct in that that is where the visible
prostitution activity Is. Again, | don't think that this
l egislation limts it tothe visible activity. | think that
this legislation, if the enforcement procedures gare utilized,

can be used for some of the escort services or the other forns

of prost'tution that Senator Chambers was referring Thi's
does not limt it to street walkers, it refers to tﬁecrlme of
prostitution. | think Senator Chanmbers has some valid points,
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