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a pproach i s i n d ea l i n g w i t h t h i s p r ob l e m . I t i s a pr ob l em i n
the City of Omaha. It's a problem that has been around since
the beginning of time and finding the best possible s olu t i o n h a s
not always been the easiest job for governmental agencies. At
the current time, the way we deal with it in this state is to
fine that individual $100. I don't know how effective that has
b een. We st i l l h ave t he p r ob l e m an d o n e approach t h a t wa s
talked about in committee is through educational programs,
h elp in g t he se i nd i v i du a l s that are tragically forced to sell
their bodies in order to have enough money to live on. I t h i n k
education and helping these people through treatment programs is
the best possible approach, but I don't think you' re going to be
able to force those individuals into programs to help themselves
i f you on l y h ave a $100 fine. It's not going to be enough
justification to f o rce those people into t hese t yp es o f
programs. And so for that reason I chose to s uppor t S e n a t o r
Lindsay's bill in committee. Now this amendment that i s b e i n g
o ffe re d by Sen a t o r Chambers I think probably.. .probabl y j u st
would, as Senator Lindsay said, would probably do away with the
prosecution or pros ecution of in d ividuals arrested for
prostitution. Yo u have to have a party involved to testify
agains t t h at i nd i v i d ua l . There has to be two people in order
f or t h i s co nv i c t i on of prostitution to occur. What this
a mendment w o u ld d o wou l d p r o h i b i t e sse n t i a l l y a l l p r o se c u t i on s
by the City of Omaha either for prostitution or f o r pand e r i n g
and I f eel that individuals that are pimps, that are involved
and e n c ou r age w o men o r men to se l l t h emselves should b e
prosecuted just as forcefully. Now as I recall, pandering or
t he ac t o f p i mp i n g a n o t h e r i nd i v i du a l i s a f e l on y , a Cl a ss I V
felony. We view this as a very h.sh crime and as a result we
impose felony provisions on it. I have nothing but sympathy and
compassion for individuals that are forced to sell themselves in
order to raise money, but I feel that the only way we can h e l p
them is by increasing the penalty and putting these people into
treatment programs. And f o r t h at r ea son I wi l l n o t b e
supporting Senator Chambers' amendment an d I wi l l be supp o r t i n g
t he b i l l ont o Se l e c t Fi l e . Thank you .

SPEAKER BARRETT: ,h a n k you . S enator C h ambers .

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and members of the Legislature,
although this is a subject that might be deemed low in a sense
because of what we' re dealing with, I think the debate has been
on a h igh level and I'm going to keep it at that point, but I
have a number of questions I ha v e t o a sk Sena t o r Lindsay .
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