
February 3 , 19 8 9 LB 116

CLERK: LB 116 , Nr . Pr esi d e n t , offered by Senator Lindsay.
(Title read.) The bill was introduced on January 5, r efer red t o
Judiciary, advanced to Gener «l File. I have no a mendments to
the bill, Nr. President.

SPEAKER B ARRETT: Thank y o u . Th e Chai r r ecog n i z e s S e n a t o r
Lindsay.

SENATOR LINDSAY: Nr . President, members of t h e b ody , L B 116
intends to a ccomplish two purposes. The first of those is to
eliminate the mandatory provision under current law for issuance
of a citation in lieu of arrest. Under the state law as i t
p resent l y e xi st s , when an i n d i v i du a l i s charged with the crime
of soliciting prostitution, he or s h e m ust b e i ssue d a citation
in lieu of arrest. What LB 116 would do would be to eliminate
that mandatory provision which would k i ck i t bac k i n t o the
discretionary provisions of 29-422 I believe. The second t h i ng
i t wou l d d o i s t o i nc r ea se the penalty fr om a Class V
misdemeanor to a C l ass I misdemeanor. The Class V misdemeanor
currently has a maximum penalty of a $100 fine and no minimum
p enal t y . A Cl as s I mi sd e meanor I b e l i ev e i s a max i mum pena l t y
of a year in prison and a $1,000 fine or both and a m inimum,
there is no min imum under a Class I. I n my d i s t r i c t , i n t h e
9th District, there is, I believe, a prostitution problem.
Right now th e city is prosecuting those c ases under t h e c i t y
ordinance because the state law essentially gives police the
right to do nothing more than g ive a parking ticket. The
problem that we' re running into is that t her e i s ce r t a i n l y a
possibility that the city ordinance, because it provides for
m ore sev er e s e n t e n c e s , could be struck down as unconstitutional.
If that's the case it will make prostitution i n , at l ea s t i n
Omaha, unenforceable. For these reasons I urge the body to
advance LB 116 .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . Discuss i o n on t h e motion to
advance the bill. Senator Hall.

SENATOR HALL : Nr . Pr es i d en t , I just rise in support of LB 116
and Senator Lindsay's efforts there. The issue is a problem
and, the issue of pro stitution is a prob lem i n o u r ad j o i n i ng
districts. We share Leavenwort h St r eet in that it is my
northern border and p art of Senator Lindsay's s outhern b o r d e r
and it's a problem that come,".up now and ag a i n i n t ho se areas
and I think that the issue tnat he has presented before the body


