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SENATOR SCHNIT: It i s n ot good p o l i cy tc a l l ow , b y ou r
inaction, an agency to collect another 14 or 15 million dollars
o f t a x a n n u a l l y wi t h o u t t he pub l i c even b e i n g awa re o f i t s
occurrence until they begin to pa y t h e tax. So I w a n t t o
reiterate what Senator Lamb said. If you are not in favor of an
additional tax on the people of the State o f Nebr a ska , t h en you
would vote yes on this bill and vote to advance it. I may have
some more comments later but that is, basically, what we h a v e t o
decide .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k yo u . Senator H e f n e r .

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr . Pr es i den t , members of the body, the Revenue
Committee held a public hearing on this last week, I be l i e ve i t
was, and I thought it was a very good hearing. It wa s a ve r y
informative hearing and the State Tax Commissioner did app ear
and tell us why they felt they should charge a tax on it, and I
disagreed a little bit with him. I be l i e ve you cou l d even
consider t h i s a serv i ce , a n d w e d o n o t t ax . . .we do no t h a v e a
s ales t a x o n se r v i c e s . Also , l i k e Sen at o r Schmi t said , y ou
could consider it, I be l i e v e , a w h o l e s a l e s ale , a n d w e d o n ot
have sales tax on wholesale sales but, anyway, they audited some
of our telephone companies and so I think it is time, it is high
time that the Legislature steps in and sets tax policy because
we didn't intend to have this a ccess se r v i c e t axe d . Some of o ur
neighboring states have had the same problems. I espec i a l l y
refer to the neighboring State of South Dakota and Iowa . Th ey
have seen fit to exempt them froms ales t a x , I be l i ev e . South
Dakota d i d i t b y l eg i s l at i on a n d I o w a d i d i t by ad mi n i s t r a t i ve
r ule . So you c an see what is going to happen if we a l l o w o u r
tax commissioner to charge t hese sal e s t axe s . These
t e lemarke t i n g c o mpan ie s w i l l mov e out. I realize that maybe the
cost on each call is only 20 cents o r 40 c e n t s o r 6 0 cen t s which
we don't think amounts to too much, but when you have hundreds
of call:;, thousands of calls, it add s to t he b i l .' f a i r l y
quickly. I understand that Colorado, t he s a l e s t ax sn a cc es s
charges i s i n t h e c ourt s i n Col o r a d o and the court will decide,
b ut I t h i n k t h i s i s a l eg i s l a t i v e d ec i s i on a nd I h o p e w e m a k e
' t . Our telemarketing business is growing by leaps a nd b ou n d s
i n Ne b r a sk a and we want to keep it that way. I know t h a t we
have one or two in northeast Nebraska and I certainly don't want
them moving to South Dakota or to Iowa, and so I j u s t f ee l that
we ought to pass this bill and we ought to pass it fairly early
i n t h i s l eg i s l at i ve session . Tha n k you .
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