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there isn't such a mandate and that we, as a Legislature, should
make it clear one way or the other whether or not it is good
public policy to tax this transaction that I have described. A
vote f o r t he b i l l would, in effect, say to the Department of
Revenue that this particular transaction shall not b e tax ed,
that the s ales tax shall not be imposed on the a ccess cha r g e .
Senator Schmit at the time of the hearing had discussed some of
the economic development problems with this tax and he had some
good information at that time, and he, I am s u r e , h a s h i s l i gh t
on a n d I wou l d d ef e r to him t o ta lk a l i t t l e b i t mo r e
specifically aboct some of the economic problems i n asse s s i n g
thxs tax. Certainly assessing it in an ad hoc b a s i s t h r o u g h t he
Department of R evenue, if we are g oing to increase taxes,
especially a tax of this magnitude on industry and on t he
consumer, it ought to be done at the legislative level and not
in the Department of Revenue. So I would at this point, I don ' t
know whether Senator Schmit is next, but I would defer to him on
the economic development part of this bill. Thank you .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y o u . There are only two minutes l e f t ,
so we will proceed to the next speaker. Senator Schmit, you are
third in line. Senator Lamb.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Excuse me, Senator Schmit, I will give you the
full five minutes in just a few minutes. Senator Lamb, followed
by Senator Hefner, followed by Senator Schmit.

SENATOR LANB: Nr. President and members, I ce r t a i n l y w o u l d n o t
want to come ahead of my good friend Senator Schmit, except on
this issue, we are on the same side and I hope that means that
it is the correct side, Senator. I think it is important tha t
we do p ass this bill because it is an economic development
issue, and some of these telemarketing companies are t h r e a t en i ng
and I assume they will move out of the state if this bill is not
passed. However, the point I really want to make is that I have
a number of contacts in regard to this bill and a lot of people
are mixed up. Th ey think this bill establishes the taxrathe r
than establish the exemption, and so I would hope all those news
media people would make that very clear, that this is not a tax
b i l l , t h i s i s an un t ax b i l l , b ec a u s e a lot of people out there
think that this is establishing the tax rather than t ak in g t h e
t ax o f f . And I wou l d , i f I hav e some time left, I would g i v e i t
to Senato r S c hmi t , i f h e wou l d l i ke i t .

781


