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waterways and engage in fishing and boating and the skiing an d
the various things that go in conjunction with our water sports.
But, by the same token, it is very dangerous. People assume a
certai n deg r e e of responsibility of what happens o n our
waterways . But t he i ntent of this bill really is not to
eliminate alcohol per se from that particular recreational sport
but to make sure that it's handled in a proper way , t o b e i n a
situation where if, in fact, you a re ramrodding around out o n a
boat, you' ve had too much to drink under our same s tandards th a t
we apply to our mntor vehicular process, t hat one shou l d be
subject to two laws. And, under that provision, we have adopted
those same standards that we do for...that have been tested in
courts and the like relative to the motor vehicles. What this
i s i nt e n ded t o do i s i f an i ndi v i d u a l i s , l i ke I say , out and
not under power, out on the waterway, floating a round f i shi n g ,
happens t o hav e had one or two beers in too short a period of
time and would not have tested out ordinarily, t hey' re not
bother in g any b ody, they' re j ust engaging in that particular
sport, they' re no problem. But if someone who i s t r u l y
intoxicated, is i n a situation where he's endangering other
people b y be i n g un d e r po w er and s p e ed in g a ro u nd on ou r
waterways, t h n that person does need to have some sanctions
applied to them. So I think this i s a ve r y r at i onal ,
appropriate approach to dealing with the problem and as years go
by or time expires and we have better information that more
needs to be d o n e , we could do that at that time. But at t h is
point I t hi nk i t ' s a nice message to send to the people on
Nebraska waterways that we expect them to comply with safety
standards, not be endangering other people and allowing alcohol
to enhance that potential danger that already exists. So, w it h
that, I w ould strongly urge the body to adopt this legislation

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Discussion on the bill itself'
Senator Wehrbein, followed by Senator Hefner and Elmer .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Nr. President and members, I would l i k e t o
ask a question. I didn't see this, in scanning t he bi l l ,
Senator Co n way. A s a se l f -pr o p e l l e d water ski, how is it
defined under t h i s b i l l ?

SENATOR CCNWAY: What I probably should do is take you back t o
motorboat defined. I t says , "motorboat shall be a ny water c r a f t
propelled in any respect by machinery, including water craft
emporarily equipped with detachable motor", so a j e t s ki woul d

and move i t on t o Se l e c t Fi l e .
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