February 2, 1989 LB 231

amendnents, pl ease?

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr. President, ppmpers, LB 231 is a
pi ece of legislation by Senator Chizek. The committee did hear

this | egislation. It comes from the courts gndalso the
Department of Hea'th, but there were sonme needs for clarifying
anendnent s. It was opposed by Kathy More of Voices for

Children and al so some concern was expressed by the Health
Departnment about the medical history issue monved here. Now

let me start back, last year Senator Conway passed I egi sl ati on
dealing with medical histories in adoptions and require that
through the adoption process that we have 3 pandate for medi cal
histories to be thereso that we will, if sonebody is adopted
that there is medical history of their parents and % g4i|jies so
if later on that adopted child has some nedical difficulties
they will have that nedical history to refer back to, to help
themwith their medical problems. Byt one of the things that
has come up in the situation is that there are some adoptions
where there is a biological parent and a stepgarent,. they have
remarried and the stepparent wants to adopt the biological child
of their spouse. They don't think you necessarily need to paye
a medical history involved there, but what we found was that
even in those cases you want a nedical history in terns Pf nﬁt

or the

that child, because the one parent is there, but maybe

other famly menbers and so this bill would deal with the
concerns  expressed at the hearing in thisregard and require
that nedical history but not just for the child.” That would be

exenpted, but for the famly it would continue. tThenalso the

forms involved, we would allow the Department of Health the
flexibility in the forms they would use gn these nedical

histori es. They have had some diffi culty about some
constrictions on that and that would ease "up under this
committee amendnent. And then also the court, under the bill ,

woul d not necessarily have tc .iave sent in the information to
the Department of Health be.""~e they could grant 5, adoption
but this amendment woul d rovide that the Health Department

woul d still have the opportunity to go back to the court to get
that document because that is where it should be filed but it
doesn' t, under the bill, have to necessarily be there before the

adoption occurs. So it is very inportant that {hese comm ttee
amendnments be adopted and | would ask for their adoption at thes
time, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Conway, please.
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