
February 2, 1 9 8 9 LB 231

amendments, please?

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr. President, members, LB 231 i s a
piece of legislation by Senator Chizek. The committee did hear
this legislation. It comes from the courts a nd also t h e
Department of Hea'th, but there were some needs for clarifying
amendments. It was opposed b y Kat h y Moore of Voices for
Children and also some concern w a s expr e s s ed by t h e Hea l t h
Department about the medical history issue involved here. Now
let me start back, last year Senator Conway passed legislation
dealing with medical histories in adoptions and require that
through the adoption process that we have a mandate for medical
histories to be the re so that we will, if somebody is adopted
that there is medical history of their parents and families so
if later on th a t adopted child has some medical difficulties
they will have that medical history to r efer b ac k t o , t o help
them with their medical problems. But one of the things that
has come up in the situation is that there a re s o me ad o p t i o n s
where there is a biological parent and a stepparent, they have
remarried and the stepparent wants to adopt the biological child
of their spouse. They don't think you necessarily need to have
a medical history involved there, but what we found was that
even in those cases you want a medical history in terms of n ot
that child, because the one parent is there, but maybe for the
other family members and so this bill would d eal wi t h t h e
concerns ex p r e s sed at the hearing in this r egard and r e q u i r e
that medical history but not just for the child. That woul d b e
exempted, but for the family it would continue. Then a l s o t h e
forms involved, we would allow the Department of Health the
flexibility in the forms they would use on these medical
h is t o r i e s . Th ey h ave h a d som e d i f f i cu l t y ab ou t some
constrictions on that and t h at wo u l d e ase u p under t h i s
committee amendment. And then also the court, under t he b i l l ,
would not necessarily have tc .iave sent in the information to
the Department of Health be.""~e they could grant a n a d o p t i o n ,
but this amendment would ro vide that the Health Department
would still have the opportunity to go back to the court to get
that document because that is where it should be filed but it
doesn' t, under the bill, have to necessarily be there before the
a doption occu r s . So it is very important that these committee
amendments be adopted and I would ask for their adoption at this

P RESIDENT: T h an k y o u . S enator Conway, p l e a s e .

time, Nr. President.
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