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addicting these people, maybe without their knowledge a nd t he n
t hey g et hook e d and t hey start buying it and using it and
eventually in many cases they end up with some sort o f can c e r ,
perhaps a loss of life. Now in my estimation it is good public
health policy to recognize that on o c c a s i o n ou r ad u l t s ar e
subjecting themselves adversely to health risks and sometimes we
take steps to tr y and diminish that. We' re not stopping them
from buying the product. They still have that right. I f t h ey
want to go out and try it and like it, they can do that, but as
far as the free sampling, I think it's the wrong thing to do and
it ought not to be continued and I just feel that way v ery
strongly. I op pose the amendment and I'd offer the rest of my

PRESIDENT: Okay, Senator Dierks, you have about t h r ee and a
half minutes on his time, on Wesely's time.

SENATOR DIERKS: Tha nk y ou, Senator Wesely. Nr. P r e s i d e n t ,
members of the body, I just have to tell you what this amendment
does. T his amendment just guts t h i b i l l . I t l eav es the
statutes exactly as they are today without the passage of this
bill. So, in essence, it does what the tobacco industry has
been after all the t ime, k i l l i ng t h e l eg i s l a t i on . They want
nothing to do with this. All we' re talking about i s g r eed on
the part of the tobacco industry. That's the whole essence to
the problem. I f we adopt thisamendment, it j ust l eaves i t
exactly as it was today. What we have done in committee, what
we have done yes t e r day on the amendment is d one f or n au g h t
because this amendment that we' re talking about today will leave
i t e xac t l y as i t i s r i ght n ow . We have in the statutes that it
is illegal to pass this stuff out to minors. It do e s n ' t wo r k .
I t h a s not wo rked an d all the promises in the world by the
people that they are not going to come back to the State F air
does not mean that that is going to happen. We have to go with
total ban if we' re going to be effective because it i s n o t
effective today. H ow is anybody going to be able to look at a
youth and tell whether he is 18 or not? A nd ho w i s any bo d y
going to be able to look at a youth and ask him if he is 18 and
know he i s n o t l y i ng? There is only one thing we ca n d o i f
w e' re go i n g to be effective with this type of legislation, and
that is to pass it as the bill was introduced. This amendment
guts t h e bi l l . I t j u st ab so l ut e l y p ut s i t ba ck l i k e i t wa s , and
if we adopt this amendment, the message we' re sending to the
youth of this state is we really don't care. We really don' t
care if you want to go out and get yourself afflicted with oral

time to Senator Dierks.
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