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Senator Haberman.

Legislature and where they are coming from and anyone that sees,
if I see Bill Nichol standing there in front of that booth and
I'm coming along and my 9-year-old grandson, I'd say, w ell , h e y ,
Bill is a pretty nice little Joe. I can' t se e a nything wr o n g
with it if it he is handing it out to me or letting me have it,
gosh, there can't be anything wrong with that, and t h a t ' s t h e
way the kids think and it simply is to ban all distribution of
smoking, handing out the free gifts because in no way h av e we
been able to control the kids in not getting it. And after this
I will also tell you that.. .maybe I ' d j u st as we l l , my time
right now. T his information is, in 1989 information, cancer
statistics for Nebraska, 132 ne w c as e s o f o r al ca n ce r a mong
males per ye a r i n Ne b r a ska, Oral c a ncer deat h s in N eb r a s k a ,
1986, 5 1 d e a t h s ; 198 7, 38 ; 24 are male, 17 female, 25 male,
13 female. I t is simply...this amendment, again , i s j u st
another way to dilute the bill and make it so it isn't as Strong
as it is and I also, if you will notice the first words on this
amendment. You go down to the bill, line 6, page 2, it s tr i k e s
t he w o r d s "impractical and ineffective" and puts in there that
the age related restrictions on the promotional distribution of
tobacco p r od u c t s is effective. I very much object to that
statement. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Th a n k yo u . S enator D i e r ks , p l eas e , f ol l owed by

SENATOR DIERKS: Nr. President,members of the body, evidently
this bill has...the introduction of this bill has c aused a
considerable amount of ire on the part of the tobacco industry
and I don't know that I' ve seen as much activity in the Rotunda
this yea r a s I h ave t h i s mo r n i n g w i t h pe o p le l ob b y i n g a g a i n s t
the bill. I have some problems with that because the bill, as I
stated before, is a very simple bill. It just says we aren' t
going to give this stuff to anybody in our state and it can only
be construed to be a healthful measure. And the only other side
of the issue is that the tobacco industry doesn't like that.
They even sent out across the state to al l t he n ewsp a pers , a

January 20. Part of it reads, Senator Dierks and o t h e r s l i ke
him, I'm not sure what others like him means, but are engaged in
a m isguided at tempt t o d o away wi t h a legitimate and
time-honored product. They are calling this C openhagen a
legitimate and time-honored product. This is a product that
causes the addiction of our youth. It c au s e s can ce r i n our
youth . I t c au se s the premature death of people that are
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