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doing any good for our state.

at. Senator Smith's point about who are we including o n t he s e
legal notices is absolutely appropriate. The more you find the
more requirements there are on legal notices, the more questions
you have about why we' re doing it, who looks at them, is anybody
really benefitting from them7 I know I, for one, never pick up
the paper and even look at those notices. I doubt 99 percent of
the people in the state do. What are they accomplishing? Are
they really accomplishing their goals and we ' r e no w c har g i n g
more and taxpayers are going to be paying more'? Are w e rea l l y
coming back with any benefit for this increase t hat we ' r e
talking about in this b i l l ? I t h i n k it's an appropriate
question and I think Senator Smith is right to raise i t an d I
hope the introducers of the bill and the supporters of the bill
will recognize some of us ar e c once r n ed abou t what w e ' r e
requiring to have notice and whether that notice is a ctual l y

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Kristensen, please, followed by

SENATOR KRISTENSEN: Thank y o u, Nr . Pr e si d e n t . I r i s e i n
support o f t hi s bi l l as wel l . As we sat i n co mmittee and
discussed this, the real issues of the bill are what is a fair
increase and I was impressed by the presentation that it ha s
been s e v e ra l y ea r s si nce they' ve been in for an increase in
costs. I' ve been a strong supporter of political s ubd v i s i o n s
i n co u n t i e s and v er y awar e of the increase of cost and the
burden that that has on the various subdivisions. However, I
think this is a matter of fairness and this is a cost increase
that is justified. One of the problems that we have if we don' t
increase the cost of some of these notice rates, w e' re go i n g to
have small papers out here w h o ar e al so g oi n g to r ej e ct
publishing and say, we just can't afford the time or cost to do
this. And in many of the counties we only have one legal
newspaper and if that newspaper continues on because of cost and
doesn't print them or publish them, we run into a l o t of
problems. I support Senator Smith's request to let's study what
actually is necessary to publish and why. I think it's a matter
of fairness and this is one that we should pass and advance at
this time. Thank you.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Ne l s on , woul d you l ik e t o . . . I
den't see Senator Schmit at the moment.

SENATOR NELSON: I would like to have a committee member respond

Senator Schmit.
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