February 1, 1989 LB 298

PRESI DENT: Senat or Abboud, pl ease, then Senator Wesely.

SENATOR  ABBOUD: Nr . President, colleagues, just a short

st at enent . I think that some of the things that have been
di scussed here in regard to what is, in fact, the legal rate and
what i s, in fact, acceptable or an ambunt that |ocal political
subdi vi si ons can pay have been confused. | don't think that jp
any way it' s...the present statute, as it currently is, provides
for penalties against papers that choose not to c%arge he rate
that is stated in the statute. I think you really have some
very real problens dealing with the first amendnent when you
start placing amounts that are or can be restricted. |npouglas

County we really don't have too rmuch of a problemgetting legal

as well as a nunber of small town papers in
Lougl as County that charge a rate that is nuch, muchless than

really ever see this as a problem Naybe Senator Haberman sees
this as a problem out in his area. andif he has some papers
out in that area that he feels aren' t...or are charging too
much, then maybe we can deal with it. But as far as |'m
concerned, we have a number of smallpapers that do a good job
of handling the legal notices. |t really hasn't been a concern.
No constituents have been calling me up or r equesting that we
make these changes. And | think that the statute 1s working
perfectly well. | urge the body to advance LB298, and then
when we | ook on it on Sel ect F"e:rraybe my discussion of this
area Will be nmore pertinent. But at this time, | think the bill
is fine, let's just nove it and advance it on. Thank you.

PRESI DENT: Senator Wesely is next. But, Senator, may | please
introduce a guest of...special guests in the north bal cony.
Senator \ésely has guests yp there and they  are from the

statewi de nmembers of the Nebraska Nedical Auxiliary along wth
their [egislative person. Woul d you pl ease stand up and be
recognized by your Legislature. Thank you for visiting us
today. Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESEIY': Thank you, Nr. Presi dent, menbers. Very
ui ckly. I thought Senator Smith nmade very good points,as did
enat or Landis. [ think the goal of ~5vancing the bill s
appropriate at this time, but | do think some work needs to be
done. Question Senator Landis raised about just i gnoring the

law seems appropriate that we ought to take some tine to | ook
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