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original scope. This is a very sinple little bill. poyouwant
to give them a 15percent increase, or don't you? ~ Senator
Haber man's amendnent | ast week raised a constitutional question,
and | requested an opinion from the counsel of the Nebraska
Press Association, which we have on our desks. anqgMr. Peterson
.ral ses some Very | nterestlng p0|nt S., Some very interesting
i ssues, sone of which speak to the question gnd some of them

don't. | believe that the inportant point that M. Peterson
makes is that statutes setting rates in the yUpited States are
common and they have been held to be constitutional. That is
nunber one. Constitutional, that is, unless they impair
existing contracts or unless they try to force a paper to print
sonet hi ng. Now as | renenber the amendment, which we are
tal king about reconsidering, it finds a newspaper guilty of a
crime for charging more than the statutory rate. And, if |  am
interpreting M. Peterson's |etter correctly, that is com ng
dangerously close to being unconstitutional, though | i se in

support of the motion to reconsider,at this point, because |
think when we start considering seriously leaving the gmendment
vh the bill, we are dangerously close to having an
unconstit utional bill. And | think there js no question the
Supreme Court woul d suggest to us that theyare protected, ihe
papers that is, under the first amendment, the freedom of speech
provisions.  Though I, at this point, don't understand why we
need the amendnment, | guess and, secondly, | think Senator
Landi s rai ses sone interesting points which mght be worthy of
some consideration on Select File, although they, too, might
open another can of wornms and get jnto an area in which we
really ~ don't need to be getting into. So, | would nove to
reconsider, or | would encourage the reconsideration pecause |

think we do have gan anendnent here which is constitutionally
suspect. And, frankly, that is not what 298 is all about. I

woul d urge the body to adopt the reconsideration. Thank you.
PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Smith, please, then Senator
Haberman.

SENATOR SMITH:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | would like to ask . a
few questions of Senator Haberman and | hope Senator Ashford is
around, because maybe, Senator Habernman, you were visiting with
him maybe you can answer the question | was going to ask him

First of all, when he was standing UE talking, was he sayi ng
that he thought that rates should be published at cost? \yashe
tal king about requiring that rates be published at cost? | pean
that the legal notice be published 3t cost? Is that what
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