January 31, 1989 LB 48

amendment. The purpose of LB 48 is to keep tobacco products
frommnors. It does not do that in any way, shape, or form. |

have to wvery much disagree with that. |t s ained at mnors,
and as the Mnnesota |law, as adults, too. \What does |B48 do?
It actually outlaws one adult fromgiving a snokel ess tobacco
product, snuff, chewing to another. As presented, it has
nothing to do with mnors. A fal |l acy. ATV ads, second
argunents used in committee to support LB 48, ATV ads pushing
snokel ess tobacco are offensive. Thereare no TV ads. Do you
know whey there are no TV ads'? Because they are outlawed on the
national basis because they are. ., snokel ess tobacco is harmful.

That is why they are not on TV. Al right, another one, fact,
there are no snokel ess tobacco products gg|d anywhere in the
United States via vending machines and definitely none sold that

way in Nebraska. I don't know about Nebraska,a vending

machi ne, | can't tell you t hat 5 Let nme show you, | J ust opened
up the tobacco book, Utah is one state that addressed vendi ng

machines. Here is another one, New Hanpshire, yending machines
again, so another fallacy. Anyway to strike the bill, apyway to
harm it, and anyway to...we have suffered fromthis for four
straight years. Let me tell you testinony from the American
Lung Association, a gentleman here, gsnpkel ess tobacco is not a

safe alternative to snmoking. For three years | chewed tobacco,

three years, and yet in that short tinme, | watched ny cheeks
bal I oon and inflamati on. Ny gums recede and bleed gpng |
experienced | eukoplakia. = That is cancer forming, precancer,
| eathery white patches inside the pmputh into oral cancer in
5 percent of all diagnosed cases. Still today ny lower lip
hangs at an unnatural sjope as a constant remnder of my
addi ction. An addiction jt js, and even as | watched in the
mrror, as nmy face progressively deteriorated, | \restled with

giving up nmy chew. Senator Wesely and nenbers of the Health and
Human Service, it scares nme, it scares me to think that if an
educated, health conscious person, like pyself, can be drawn
into the wuse of these products, then the health of our
i npressi onabl e youth and ot her nmenbers of our society s at a

enuine risk. And that is exactly right. Grand Island High
chool Band, free srrt_)kl NY, nowthey have picked up smokeless
t obacco. I can give you a little comment froma student from
Grand Island High School. sjckening when you walk into a stud
hall and there is someone spit on the floor and next to ygur
desk, spit all over the floor in the boys bathroom. I
personally think it is one of the |argest spreaders  of
conmuni cabl e diseases. |t is hard for me to contain nyself.
Senator Stevens got a little high-toned in hisvoice a few
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