January 31, 1989 LB 48

tried in sone ways to do that, it is already illegal g
distribute this to these kids,and they are still getting it.
I't, obviously, is not working right now. A nminor adjustnent is
being proposed here is a step forward but will not solve the
problem |f you want to get to the problem the best thing we
can think o is to just do away with thefree sanples, gngit
al so serves a public function nore than our youth in that araults

then don't have the free sanples to get to be addicted nd
thus, end up with cancer and other forms of disability, In ?act’
can die fromit. The thing | really want to get up for, though,
is on the Lynch handout that cane around. I don't know who
prepared it but there is some inaccuracies that | wish to
address. Number one, it talks about this has nothing to do with

mnors, it deals only with adults. That is sinpl not true.
This anmendnment bans the giveaways to everybody and tyhat i ncl uHes
mnors and adults, and it doesn't just deal with adults. |t

isn't not affecting mnors. That is absolutely wong and | hope
if youread that you don't have the inpression” (hat this bill

doesn't affect mnors. |t js a falsehood that ought not to be
taken up by anybody on. this floor. | addition, at the bpottom
of this it talks about,additionally, as you will learn, the

snmokel ess tobacco industry has cooperated totally yith the
commttee and the Legislature the |ast few years, especially to
address any legitinmate problens with +t he distribution of the

product . Those of you who have been on the commttee, Stan
Schel | peper, and Senator Nelson, and others that are there, know
that that is not true. This bill has been before us a number of
years. The snokel ess tobacco industry has conme in and Pougqht t
very hard, and that is fair. That is what they ought to (.
They don't like the bill, and we have tried to work with tﬁem
and they have tried to work with us to some degree, but, in

fact, what we have found js that when wehave said we are
concer .ed about sonething, they have tyrned right around and

kept right on doing it. \hen we said the State Fair ought to
StOp the distribution of this aCthlty, as Senator Sche”peper
tried to do something on the Fair Board, | was there and nany

others were there that saw ki ds com ng i

snmokel ess tobacco sanples right off ofuphgntdabl%f a:ft?é?gwtehﬁzg
two years of hearings on this issue, after we had fought in this
Legislature to try _and do something about it After the
snokel ess tobacco industry said, we are going to stop this
problem we don't want this. w want to see our kids kept _away
from smokel ess tobacco, and there they were, down at the State
Fair passing it out as people grabbed not one but pocketfuls
snokel ess tobacco as they were teenage kids obviously underage.
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