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SENATOR HALL: Well, if you want to do this, you want to correct
the problem, you need to adopt the Bernard-Stevens amendment to
provide for penalty. Thank you, Nr. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th ank y o u . Senator Bernard - Stevens, continued
discussion on your amendment, followed by Senators Moore, Landis
and Wesely .

SENATOR B E RNARD-STEVENS: Thank yo u , Nr . Pr e si d e n t .
Nr. Speaker , mem bers o f the body, just a couple of things to
reiterace and I can't really say it much better than Senator
Hall did. I always enjoy debate sometimes because each side can
take little bits and pieces of what the other person says and
fit it right into what they wish to do. It is true, that, yes,
I was Nebraska teacher of the year, Senator Dierks, and i t i s
also is true that I was in the top four of the country i n t h at
period of time as well, and I think the reason I say that is not
because I want to pat myself on the back because it simply may
mean that they made a poor decision that particular year, but I
think what I am t rying to get across is that I think I have
proven through actions many, many times that the people that are
closest to my heart are the children of our s tate . Th e r e i s
nothing I believe more in than helping children of our state,
whether it is to relieve themselves of an addiction to any drug
and/or tobacco or alcohol, or to help teenage pregnancies, o r t o
h elp t he m i n s u ici d a l t en d e n c i e s , w hen the p r e s s u re s s eem t o b e
so great, I am there. I want to help them. T h at i s w h a t my
amendment d oe s as well. If we vote for LB 48 in its present
form, we do nothing but pat ourselves on the back and say, gee,
look what we did for our children on stopping smoking and
c hewing t obacco, b u t , my fr i e n ds , t he b i l l wi l l d o no t h i n g . The
children who are using smokeless tobacco will c ontinue t o use
it. Thi s b ill will not stop it. T here w i l l b e no s a n c t i o n s .
There will be no penalties. T he companies , i f t h i s b i l l pa sse s ,
will still sell smokeless tobacco to adults, and c hi l d r en wi l l
obtain it as they do cigarettes today. A nybody who has been i n
the school will know that it is against the law for minors to
smoke cigarettes, and yet many times in our public schools,
which I am opposed to, by the way, we have s p e c i fi c a reas set
aside so students can smoke. In fact, if you go to any gi ven
school, just look across the street in the b ushes o r wher e v e r
there is some type of enclosure they can get out of the wind,
and you are going to find girls, young men, young women smoking,
and it is against the law. This bill will not stop it. W hat I
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